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HEN harvest time rolls around this year, and farmers are hard put to get grains 
away and corn shocked and husked because of lack of manpower, help will 
be offered them by hundreds of sportsmen throughout the Commonwealth. 
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lone and done we 
And it will be done well if every sportsman plays a part minor though it may be 
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\ systematic and well-defined program of action is being formulated now, and with 
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| 
County organizations, local clubs, including sportsmen and County Farm Agents co- 
yperating, there should be little difficulty in carrying it out to a successful conclusion 
> starting gun is sounded. 
This is no time for idle chatter or smig complacency. 
these days in every industry, every vocation, every undertaking if we want always to 


be on the inside looking out. Let us hope that sportsmen in other States will take a 


leaf from this same book to the end that no grain goes to waste during 1942 for lack 
of willing hands to help harvest it. 

A second plan, for every sportsman to volunteer to fight forest fires whenever pos- 
sible, also merits hearty commendation. Sportsmen know the woods and have the 
Furthermore, they have a 


lothing and equipment necssary for this hazardous job. 


stake in those forests which, though so vitally essential in National Defense, provide 


so important in the American way of life. 


Don’t Forget Pennsylvania Sportsmen's Week - April 1st to 8th 
Don’t Forget National Wildlife Week - - April 12th to 18th 


DON’T FORGET TO 
BUY DEFENSE BONDS AND STAMPS EVERY WEEK 
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The deer will steal through the forest path 
on swift and silent hoof, 

And bruin will yawn and stretch again 
and roam the fields, aloof. 

The sparkling trout, when the ice is gone, 
will leap again in the pool 

And the fighting bass will guard his nest 
till the small fry leave the school. 

The old cock grouse, with his matchless ruff, 
will drum on his log as of yore 

And a covey of quail, “in hiding” there, 
will burst from the stubble floor. 

The music of hounds will ring once again 
and the rabbit and ‘coon will run; 

And some where a dog will freeze to a point 


and wait for the crack of the gun 


Camps will be filled and friendships renewed: 
Campfires will crackle with cheer. 

Voices will ring and faces will glow 
with joy, repressed for a year. 

But sickness has come and stiffened my joints: 
I no longer can hold a gun, 

And though I'll not be there to see and hear, 
I'll not be missing the fun. 


For in memory I can still see the sights 
on the target, steady and true, 

I can feel the fresh air and see the first 
of the dawn’s rays breaking through 

I'll still feel the ‘tug’ of a swift running stream, 
my hunting days surely aren't gone. 

For I'll ‘live’ in camp the night before 


and will be on the trail at dawn. 


The deer, the bear, the cottontails bagged; 
the fish brought to gaff or to net; 

The birds that collapsed while high in the air 
are etched in my memory yet. 

But the pictures that remain the clearest tome 
(and they seem most likely to stay) 

Are the times when outsmarting with instincts 
wild, the ‘big ones’ got away. 

Pa. Game Comn 


*Former Secretary of the ission. 








Memories 


By CHARLES G. 





STONE 





The old cock grouse that burst like a bom 
from right in front of my nose 





When I was halfway thru a barbed wire fene 
with three barbs stuck in my clothes; 

And the world’s most gorgeous buck—he 
seemed—lay motionless as he fell, 

‘Till with gun set aside, I approached him 
with pride, and off he dashed pell-mell, 


And the big brown bear that got wind of m 
before I could hazard a shot, 





And the big snow goose that thought he would 
land and then—thought he would not. 


; Fro 

And the brags, the threats, the promises made | sch 
after each ‘prize’ got away Pen 
after each ‘prize’ got away, Dat 
Th: . nabinatn. # —— ‘ _| Wa 
That I would return and keep up the game D. 
and outwit them all some day. si 


But that is now past, the boasts are all stilled, 
the threats and promises void; 

And I can now see with vision most clear, 
why all these things I’ve enjoyed. 

I sce meetings of sportsmen to map out a 
course the best of improvements to make, 

I see arguments heated and plans completed 
by men who could give and could take. 





; 70 se 
I see the torch carried by sportsmen until] ._ 
they falter and pass it along to 


The younger hands waiting to take up the task, } er 
hands that are willing and strong; 
And they will take over with vigor and tact, 





their efforts will surpass today; 


And this they'll bequeath to more willing in 
hands, eager to enter the fray. m 
CC 

For the babes in the cradle, the children at | 
play will someday stand where you stand. : 
You can’t let them down and endanger their h 
chance to share in this sport so grand; n 


And they in full 
measure, the opportunities given to you e 


So when they have finished and laid down | g 


must be given, at least 


their task, they’ll have their memories too. 
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left to right, R. 
Seth Gordon, Executive Director, 


Front row, 


School; Hon, Penna, 


Watts, Dean Emeritus, School of Agriculture, Penna. 


O* the afternoon of February 28, 1942, in 
the Brockway High School, twenty-four 


Pennsylvania Game Commission Training 
Only three of the original twenty- 
seven, who began their nine months course 
n June 7 failed, another, 
to complete it. The twenty-four successful 
entries who, as Seth Gordon the Commission's 
Executive Director so ably put it ‘made it 
n their own,” deserve the highest commen- 
lation for having undertaken and 
fully finished the first leg of their journey 
into the conservation world of today. These 
men passed repeated tests and were under 
continuous observation and study every day 
while in the school and in the field. As Mr. 
Gordon further stated, “they are certainly to 
be congratulated for surmounting all those 
hurdles and then finishing up with a cere- 
mony like this.” 


School 


for one reason or 


success- 


The program surrounding the graduation 
exercises was tremendously impressive, be- 
ginning with the Star Spangled Banner 
played by the Brockway High School Orches- 
tra, and followed by a most inspiring invoca- 
ton by Darlington R. Kulp, D. D., First Vice- 
President of the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs, who in part said “and 
may we feel big enough to respond to any 
call that may come to conserve those human 
values, those great assets which only America 
possesses. As we go out into life may we go 
forth bigger and better prepared because of 
this occasion which brings us together.” 

Following the invocation, Director Gordon 
Introduced Wilbur M. Cramer, Superinten- 
dent of the Game Commission Training 
School, who in turn presented the class and 
his staff. 

Although the assembled body had hoped to 
hear Hon. Ross L. Leffler, President of the 
Commission, and one of the pioneer pro- 
ponents of the Training School address them 
he could not exempt himself from Pittsburgh 





S. Lichtenberger, Resident Instructor; W. C. Ryder, 


Penna, Supreme Court; Lieut. Col, Lynn G. Adams, Superintendent, Penna, Motor Police; M. C. 
Darlington R. Kulp, D.D., First Vice-President, Penna. Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs; 


| 





D. Mostoller, Fred L. Myers, Roy W. Trexler, John I. Hendricks, Jackson 8S. Kepner, Elmer D. Simpson, Lester E. Sheaffer, 
row standing, left to right, Harold C. Kornman, Paul L, Failor, Clifford L. Ruth, 
William R. Overturf, Clair W. Dinger, George W. Miller, Martin L. 


GRADUATION DAY 


where he has the enormous task of organiz- 
ing the Home Defense of Allegheny County. 
In his absence, Hon. Robert Lamberton, Vice- 
President from Franklin, congratulated the 
class, commended its officers, and comment- 
ed on the Commission's outstanding progress 
through the years. In reviewing the pro- 
gram he said, ‘When the Game Commission 
was formed in 1895, we had no game protec- 
tors at all. In 1898 we had one game pro- 
tector for the whole State. Today I thought 
I would congratulate this class, a fine look- 
ing group of young men, but in place of that 
I think I shall congratulate the sportsmen of 
the State for the fine body of men we have 
here today. Up until 1924 we picked our 
game protectors by the way they were ap- 
proved or recommended through the com- 
munity. In 1924 we started competitive ex- 
aminations to pick them, and they had to 
pass certain requirements before they were 
taken in. In 1936 the first class of students 
enrolled in the Pennsylvania Game Commis- 
sion Training School. 

“We are very proud of this Training School, 
and I think the sportsmen of the State should 
be proud of it, because it is the only school 
of this character in the United States. It was 
the first school established. We take these 
young men in and they have to pass certain 
examinations; they have to stand up under 
investigation in the community where they 
come from; they have to be between certain 


ages, heights and weights before they are 
accepted. In the school they are taught the 


things they should know to carry on their 
work in the field, such as taw enforcement, 
game management, and numerous other sub- 


jects, and at seasonable periods of the year 
they are in the field. Now this graduating 
class will be sent out and assigned to duties 


in the different game divisions of the State, 
and I know they will carry on their work to 
the satisfaction of all. 


“There are 46 out 52 


of the 52 students who 


graduated from the School still employed by 


Assistant Superintendent, Training School; W. M. 


Shaffer, Temple A. 





Cramer, Superintendent, Training 


Game Com.; Hon. Robert Lamberton, Vice-President, Penna. Game Com.; Hon. William M. Parker, Justice, 
Merritts, President, Penna. Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs; Rev. 

Dr. H. E. Kilgus, President, Brockway-Snyder School Board; Dr. R. L. 

State College. Second row standing, left to right, Jack L. Delong, Daniel H. Fackler, John P. Eicholtz, Louis 
Harry W. Defina, Joseph L. Budd. Third 

Edward R. Richards, James A. Brown, Allan T. Studholme, George H. Burdock, 


Reynolds. Photo by C. G Krieble 


rdon 


the Commission. I think 
well of the enthusiasm these 
have; the fact they accept this position when 
t undoubtedly could make more money 
at present if they went into factories or of- 
Instead they have selected work where 
they can get close to nature. They certainly 
deserve credit.” 

At the conclusion of Mr. Lamberton’s 
marks, Director Gordon pointed out that the 
men in the selected one from among 
their own number to speak for them. There- 
fore, Allan T. Studholme, upon whom this 
honor was conferred, was next introduced, 
and in a few well chosen words outlined the 
life at the school. 

“Early in June we entered the school as 24 
individuals, drawn from all types, occupa- 
tions and selected from all of 
State. For nine months we have studied and 
lived together, and in each class the 
fellows sat next to us; at each meal we look- 
ed across the table at the same faces; in the 
dormitory the same fellows slept above or 
below us, but, in spite of the fact we lived 
so close together under the same roof, good 
fellowship and consideration prevailed al- 
ways. Selfish desires were at all times sub- 
jacent for the benefit of the group. We learn- 
ed to appreciate and understand the other fel- 
low’s problems; learned the meaning of 


that speaks mighty 
young men 


hey 


fices. 


rée- 


class 


sections the 


same 


we 


teamwork; but perhaps the greatest benefit 
we derived was a full understanding of co- 
operation 

“Presently we will take up our homes in 


new communities, and so to speak, hang out 
our shingle. It is then that our real work 
begins, and through association with other 
officers, and through the best teacher of all, 
experience, we 
of tnat grand organization, the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission. 


hope to become better men 


“IT wish to take this opportunity to thank 
the members of the Commission, its employes 


(Continued on Page 31) 








Up until recent years the Commission purchased most of its land in large game territory. 


FUTURE PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT 


hw delighted to appear before this large 
annual gathering of representative sports- 


men from all corners of the Keystone State, 
and to discuss with you some of the im- 
portant problems which confront you and 


your Game Commission. 


At the outset let me say that the immediate 
and paramount problem which faces all of 
us, and every other citizen of the Nation, is 
the job of winning this frightful war that has 
been thrust upon us in order that the Amer- 
ican way of life may not perish from this 
Hemisphere. But in winning that war we 
also must be vigilant to guard everlastingly 
against any needless waste of our natural 
resources, the very lifeblood of any State or 
Nation 


In this world-wide struggle the tide of 
battle will not swing to the side which alone 
can muster the most men of courage, skill, 
and daring, but the ultimate victors will be 
those Nations which are blessed with the sin- 
ews of war in the shape of raw materials, 
their annual resources. Already the enemy 
shows unmistakable signs of running low in 
these vital essentials, even though he has 
subjugated and bled to death a number of 
weaker nations in his conquests. 


I repeat, our first and only immediate job 
is to win the battles of the day, and with 
heroes like MacArthur in charge of the fight- 
ing forces there is no question about the out- 
come if we back them up on the home front. 
However, to do our part we must maintain 
the morale of our people by giving them 
every possible opportunity for healthful out- 
door recreation, such as hunting, fishing, 
camping, hiking, ete—and without tires it 
looks as though we will all do a lot more 
hiking—in order that our citizens may tem- 
porarily escape from the enervating, nerve- 
wracking effects of high pressure defense 
activities. We must be physically strong and 
mentally alert. No Nation can win a war 
with shattered morale, either-at home or at 


*Address to the llth Annual Convention of the 


Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Har- 
isburg, Pa., Feb 


13-14, 1942. 
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the front. And you can’t win wars with phy- 
sical wrecks. 

Pennsylvania is blessed with the necessary 
natural resources for any struggle, but we 
must protect and use wisely our forests, our 
waters, our soil, our minerals, and our wild- 
life resources, not only for the present strug- 
gle but in order that future generations may 
enjoy their benefits as well. The March issue 
of the PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS was 
devoted almost exclusively to National De 
fense. 


During the past year the Game Commission 
has met with the Directors of the Federation 
for informal discussions of our mutual prob- 
lems on at least three occasions, and those 
conferences have been most helpful to all of 
us. The last one, at the Commission’s Train- 
ing School on October 12, was exceptionally 
good, and since the information presented at 
that conference was reproduced and sent to 
every sportsmen’s organization in the Com- 
monwealth for use as discussion material in 
their meetings this winter, also published in 
part in the January issue of the GAME 
NEWS, I shall devote the time alloted to me 
today to a discussion of future problems 
which confront us. 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 
December 1, 1919 to May 31, 1941 
(2114 years) 


Income 

Total Expenditures 

MAJOR FUNCTIONS: 
Protection Expenditures 
Land Purchase Expenditures 


Land Management Expenditures ........ 


Game Farm Expenditures ........ 
Game Purchase Expenditures ... 
Bounty Expenditures 


Totals for Six Major Functions ......... 


All other Expenditures 


Grand Total for All Purposes ........... 
*Land bought and subsequently sold to Department of Forests & Waters. 





Pe re 6,815,875.73 (31.1%) 
RT eee ae 3,123,839.52 (14.2%) 
68,571.62* 
SaskSuta ve eae aay 3,460,089.74 (15.8%) 
sean tata eave e's sdiarcde ese eel aT? 1,565,219.47  ( 7.1%) 
Rise sash ok Swat ome ers 1,940,483.46 ( 8.8%) 
Keune tee ee ka maw ee 2,476,846.80 (11.3%) 
citaacnsaGNsscmnsnas $19,382,354.72 (88.3%) 
Sie ad ewe KGN Ane ae 2,558,219.75 (11.7%) 
PTE ee ee E PETTY $22,009,146.09 ( 100%) 








Photo by Dr. C. S. Apgar 


At the January meeting of our Commission} 
we considered at length a very excellent con-}| 
densed report of twenty pages prepared by}°""’ 
the Staff, which covered not only the out |™ 
standing accomplishments of the year but the]? 
pressing problems. I shall endeavor to give}”” 
you the highlights thereof, especially the lat-}°Y 
ter, and the Commission’s conclusions con: 
cerning them, which I trust will meet with} 
your approval. 


Finances ‘ire 

The financial operations of the Commission} fere 
for the last fiscal year were quite fully cov-Jsura 
ered in the December GAME NEWS, with 2 


condensed table showing the income and ex: ba 
penditures for a period of twenty-one and vine 
one-half years. Reprints of that article are a 
available for those who may desire them. As “ny 
a matter of immediate information, however,}*.” 


I refer you to the condensed table at the]: 
bottom of this page. ; 
It is significant to note that during the past 
twenty-one and one-half years we have made 
capital investments aggregating almost $4, 
000,000, over $3,500,000 of which was invested 
in State Game Lands and State Game Farms. 

Our income last year, due to increased 
license sales and federal-aid moneys, was the 





is Rieratns Ohi $22,640,810.84 
ea 22,009.146.00 
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highest on record, almost $1,659,000. At the 
beginning of the fiscal year we had on hand 
lightly over $1,000,000, of which more than 
954,000 had previously been committed. 















The Commission has in recent years annu- 
ly held in reserve a substantial balance for 
ture contingencies, just as does any good 
ysiness concern; we have budgeted our 
ds so conservatively that there is always 
safe working balance on hand. However, 
er taking all these items into consideration, 
e were able to set up a budget for the cur- 
nt fiscal year, which ends May 31, 1942, 
$1,789,275.00. 

While the sale of licenses in 1941 went 
yond our expectations (approximately 671,- 
00 resident and 10,500 non-resident, as against 
966,420 resident and 12,748 non-resident the 
ear previous), under present war conditions 


e can! hope for an equally large income 
during the next year. We have, therefore, 
directed that savings be effected wherever 
possible in the current budget in order that 
an ample balance may be carried over for 


budgeting next year. We also feel that a con- 
siderable part of the unexpected revenue 
juring 1941 should be held in reserve so that 
run into difficulties later. In 
words, these reserves, as one of your 
vell put it at the October con- 
ference, are nothing more nor less than “in- 


nay not 








urectors so 


surance 


There are some among you who feel that 
itis dangerous to accumulate funds against a 
rainy day”, lest they be diverted to purposes 
ther than those for which collected. Unless 
the exigencies of the war should change the 
picture over night, your Commission is not 
fearful on that score. While no serious threat 
‘0 your funds has occurred in the past, that 
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During 


the past several years it has 
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in itself is no insurance that none will occur 
in the future. Fortunately, under the federal- 
aid law state wildlife revenues cannot be 
diverted without jeopardizing federal aid. 
This should be helpful in warding off threats 
to the Game Fund. But it is up to you sports- 
men everlastingly to be on the alert. 

In connection with our budgetary practices 
at this time, your attention should be called 
to the fact that in the budget for the current 
year we have allocated 65% of the Seventy- 
Five Cent Fund to land management and 
only 35% to land acquisitions, but since most 
of the federal-aid revenues are allocated to 
the latter purpose the sum available for land 
purchases is adequate for essential needs. As 
our land holdings increase, a larger amount 
will be required for proper management. For 
example, the financial outlay in lieu of taxes 
on State Game Lands at 5c per acre last year 
amounted to almost $32,000, a fixed charge 
that increases in direct proportion to our land 
holdings 

Distribution of Licenses 
Two problems incident to the present sys- 


EN OF PENN 


tem of distributing hunting 
be broughi to your attention. 
000 licenses and tags were needed to 
care of the issuance of the 671.000 previous- 
ly indicated, or a wastage of almost 130,000. 
These scrapped licenses at $29.00 per thous- 
and cost the Game Fund over $3,700. No sys- 
tem can be devised which will eliminate all 
this waste, but if sportsmen and others will 
refrain from using pressure on the Depart- 
ment of Revenue to have more and more 
agents appointed it will help greatly. 


licenses should 
Last year 800.- 


take 


Another problem which confronts us this 
year is metal for the license tags. The proper 
authorities have been trying for weeks to get 
a definite answer as to whether their order 
will be filled, but in the meantime possible 
substitutes are being studied. In that matter 
we shall merely have to do the best we can 
Above all else we must not interfere with 
National Defense. 





been purchasing lands mostly in 


farm-game 


We have also experienced some difficulty 
in getting licenses into the hands of the 
County Treasurers as well as other agents by 
September 1, largely a mechanical problem 
of production and distribution, because the 
time elapsed after the Commission fixes sea- 
sons and bag limits early in July is relatively 
short for such a big task. This year the Com- 
mission hopes to decide upon seasons and 
bag limits in May, even though that is too 
early to do the best job, because we cannot 
afford to take chances under present condi- 
tions. 


Land Acquisitions 


During the year which ended December 31 
we acquired title to a total of 104 contracts 
covering 36,756.6 acres, involving $172,740.16, 
at an average cost of $4.70 per acre. The 
average size of these purchases was 353.4 
acres. This brought our total land purchases 
up to 687,257.13 acres, for which the Commis- 
sion since 1920 expended a total of $2,627,- 
917.71, exclusive of such items as options, ex- 
aminations, title work, surveys and mapping 
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The average cost for the 687,000 acres was 
$3.82 per acre. 

As you know, the Commission during the 
past several years has been purchasing lands 
mostly in the areas remote from the big 
forest regions to bring the benefits of our 
lands program nearer to large centers of 
population. We have also been restricting 


our purchases in the forest country. Naturally 
we have been compelled to pay more for 
desirable old farm lands, and the average 
size of such tracts is much smaller. This in- 
creases considerably the cost per acre of our 
current purchases. How far we can go on 
land purchases, and the price we can justify 
in certain regions, are both matters that must 
be given careful thought. 

The Cooperative Farm-Game Program 
which we launched in 1936 to relieve con- 
ditions in thickly populated agricultural sec- 
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Introduction 

HE desirability of developing a simple 
= method of determining the sex of day-old 
has long been 
research work~- 
and others interested in the species. This 
need is doubtless due largely to the highly 
contrasting difference in the plumage of 
mature individuals of the two sexes, together 
ith the polygamous habits of the bird, which 
have led to the adoption of certain legislative 
restrictions, such as the “cock law”, pertain- 


ringneck pheasant chicks 


recognized by game breeders, 


ers 


t its management 


The 


many 


practical uses of such a technique are 
For example, in Pennsylvania, where 
the shooting of only male ringnecks has been 
permitted for almost 20 years, the State Game 
Commission requires for its spring stocking 
program far more male than female pheas- 
ants. To date. however, the production of one 
thousand cock birds has necessitated the 
rearing of approximately two thousand in- 
dividuals of unknown sexes to six or eight 
weeks of age. when the characteristic plumage 
differences are first discernable. The practical 
advantages of being able to rear birds in any 
desired proportion of sexes are, therefore, 
obvious. Similar benefits would accrue in the 
case of those operating private shooting pre- 
serves. Also, particularly in the Eastern 
States, the ability to raise birds in any de- 
sired sex ratio frequently means to the com- 
mercial propagators the difference between 
making a profit and suffering a loss. Finally, 
such a technique is at times sorely needed 
by research workers. 

Since the anal method of sexing commonly 
utilized with domestic chicks requires special 
training and is relatively difficult in the case 
of birds as small as pheasants, the writer was 
assigned the task of developing a more simple 
technique which could be practically applied 
by any game bird research 
That final'y worked out is described 
and discussed i! following section of this 
circular 


propagator or 
worker. 


The writer wishes to acknowledge with 
thanks the assistance of Richard Gerstell, 


Chief of the Division of Propagation and Re- 
search of the Pennsylvania Game Commis- 
sion, and John D. Beule, Investigator at the 
Commission’s Loyalsock Experiment Station, 
who aided in the development of the tech- 
nique. He is also grateful to Professor E. W 
Callenbach of the Department of Pou 
Husbandry of the Pennsylvania State College 
and to Superintendent Earl S. Greenwood of 
the Loyalsock State Game Farm for their 
cooperation in testing the method both on a 
scientific as well as a practical basis 


ltry 


The Method 

In the ringneck chick, the shape and extent 
of the cheek patch, or eye field, is used as the 
sex indicator. (The color 


variations in and 


By ROGER M. LATHAM 


* 


markings of 
regarded.) 

adult birds, 
ornamented 


the down are completely dis. 
Regnier (1) in regard ti 
“The of the male are 
with turgid, papillary 
tissues which undergoes seasonal changes of 
form, size and shape of the papillae. Its col- 
oration is due in part to a zoocrythrine, local- 
ized as a cytoplasmic inclusion in the basal 
partion of the malpighian layer. The cheeks 
of the female possess neither papillae nor red 
pigment.” In the day-old chick, the cheek 
patch of both sexes is entirely covered with 
natal down. This is shorter than that cover- 
ing the surrounding areas, thus producing a 
definite outline surrounding the eye field. 

The down-covered field of the typical 
female chick is more nearly round than that 
of the male and in some instances forms an 
almost perfect circle. Extending from the 
nasal opening posteriorly downward along ap- 
proximately one quarter of the circumference 
of cheek patch, runs an unbroken, compara- 
tively wide strip of longer down [Figure 1 
(a)]. This varies from about one-sixteenth tc 
three thirty-seconds of an inch in width. 


says 
cheeks 
scarlet, 


In the male, the eye field is rounded at the 
back of the head, but is definitely angula 
on the side extending forward toward the bill 
This pointed section protrudes far into the 
“V”" formed by the upper mandible [Figure 
1 (b)] and the cere [Figure 1 (c)], thus great: 
ly reducing the width of that strip of long 
down so characteristic of the female chick 
[Figure 1 (a)]. 

Though not a positive indicator of sex, it 
may be helpful to know that in profile the 











MALE INTERMEDIATE FEMALE 
FIGURE 2 
TYPICAL RINGNECK PHEASANT CHICKS 
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Game Commission, Harrisburg, Pa., copyright 
publication may be se 
1ission, 


should be n 


while requests for permission to 


ade to the Executive Director. 
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line formed by the forehead and the upper 
mandible is usually more nearly straight in 
the case of males than females. In 
other words, as a rule, the foreheads of the 
females rise more abruptly from the beaks 
of the males [Figures 1, 2 


among 


than do those 


and 3]. 

It was discovered in developing the tech- 
nique that in addition to those individuals 
exhibiting either typical male or female eye 
patches, a small percentage of the chicks 
were of an intermediate type, showing both 
male and female characteristics. In this 
group, a portion of the eye field enters the 
“Vv” posterior to the upper mandible as in 
typical males, yet the strip of down immedi- 
ately below is of sufficient width to be char- 
acteristic of females. It has so far been im- 
possible accurately to sex individuals of this 
not unlikely that fur- 
ther use of the method and continued experi- 
mentation will make possible a reduced per- 
centage of birds which must be classified, or 
perhaps eliminate them entirely. 


type. It is, however, 


Typical specimens of each of the three 
groups, female and intermediate, are 
portrayed in Figures 2 and 3. 


male, 


Accuracy of the Technique 
Two tests of the accuracy of the technique 
have been made. The first was performed by 
Professor E. W. Callenbach of the Pennsyl- 

















MALE INTERMEDIATE FEMALE 
FIGURE 3 
TYPICAL RINGNECK PHEASANT CHICKS 
vania State College, who regularly conducts colony brooder houses, were sexed as re- 


tests for those persons wishing to obtain sex- 
ing certificates from the Baby Chick Associa- 
tion. For this a total of 148 day-old birds was 
available. These were first divided into male, 
female and intermediate groups. Each was 
then sexed separately. The resulting data are 
presented in Table 1. This shows that the 
combined accuracy for all types of birds was 
89.9%. For the male group, it ran 96.3%; for 
the female lot 97.3%; but for the 19 inter- 
mediates only 42.1%. 


The second check was made under actual 
game farm conditions. In a period of a little 
less than one hour, 560 individuals, represent- 
ing the total number normally placed in two 


TABLE I. 
ACCURACY TEST SEXING DAY-OLD RINGNECK PHEASANT CHICKS 
Laboratory Check by Prof. E. W. Callenbach, Department Poultry Husbandry, 
Pennsylvania State College, State College, Pennsylvania. 


Inter- 

CLASSIFICATIONS Males Females wosilililaes Total 
Numbers classified a8 ... 2.5 cccscsssecees 54 75 19 148 
Numbers correctly classified 52 73 8 133 
Numbers incorrectly classified 2 2 11 15 
Percentage correctly classified 96.3% 97.3% 42.1% 89.9% 
Percentage incorrectly classified 3.7% 2.7% 57.9% 10.1% 

TABLE II. 


ACCURACY TEST SEXING DAY-OLD RINGNECK PHEASANT CHICKS 


Actual Operations Check Performed at Loyalsock State Game Farm at 
Montoursville, Pennsylvania. 


CLASSIFICATIONS 


Numbers classified as 
Numbers correctly classified 
Numbers incorrectly classified* 
Percentage correctly classified 
Percentage incorrectly classified 


*Includes all 


escapes 


Males Females Total 
280 280 560 
265 267 532 

15 13 28 
94.7% 95.6% 95.0% 
5.3% 4.4% 5.0% 


moved from the incubator and divided into 
two groups, each believed to contain individ- 
uals of only one sex. These were placed in 
separate houses in the regular farm brooder 
field where they were cared for in the cus- 
tomary manner along with other birds from 
the same hatch. All individuals which per- 
ished during the brooding period were sexed 
by anatomical disection, while the remainder 
were checked after adult plumage was attain- 
ed. The data obtained are presented in Table 
II. The combined accuracy in this case was 
95.0%, while that for males 94.7 
for females 95.6%. 


and 


was 
On the basis of these tests, together with 
the knowledge and experience gained from 
the investigation, it is that, 


pheasant 


believed with 
limited practice, any experienced 
propagator, or any interested research work- 
er, can sex newly-hatched ringneck pheasants 
with better than 90% accuracy just as soon 
after removal from the incubator as the down 
on the head has thoroughly dried. Further- 
more, the older the birds become, the more 
pronounced are the sexual characteristics, 
thus increasing the possible accuracy among 
such individuals. 


Summary 

A method of sexing day-old and growing 
ringneck pheasant chicks has been described 
This is based on the feather development in 
and around the eye field. Tests of the method 
indicate that it can be practically applied by 
game bird propagators and research workers 
with a minimum accuracy of 90% 
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M. C. MERRITTS 
President 


HE Eleventh Annual gathering of the 

Federation held in Harrisburg on Feb- 
ruary 13 and 14, may be over but it is by no 
means forgotten. From it sprung some pro- 
grams which are so timely and important, 
so wide in scope, and so far flung in appli- 
cation that. they will keep every organiza- 
tion and individual affiliated with the Fed- 
eration on their toes from now on until next 
hunting season rolls around. 


Post War Program 


Two of these programs merit special men- 
tion because they have a direct bearing on 
National Defense. The one embodies a far- 
reaching plan of post war recreational re- 
habilitation designed to create more and 
more outdoor facilities for the people of the 
Commonwealth. The details of this tremend- 
ous undertaking are now being worked out 
by Dr. R. E. Anthony, Secretary of the South 
Central Division, who sponsored it and who 
discussed its possibilities at length during the 
convention, Charles Nehf, Vice-Chairman of 
the Southeast Division, and Dr. M. L. 
3anker, Chairman of the Planning Committee 
of the Federation. 


It would not be fair either to Dr. Anthony 
or the members of his committee to divulge 
at this time any specific details of the pro- 
ject or its plan of administration because it 
is dependent upon too many involved factors, 
some of which must still be explored. How- 
ever, in substance it will not only call for 
an enormous health and recreational pro- 
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DR. C. A. MORTIMER 
Secretary-Treasurer 


gram but it will provide a means of assimilat- 
ing thousands of men after the war at a time 
when there must certainly exist a labor de- 
pression of some degree or other. As soon 
as Dr. Anthony and his committee have 
amassed sufficient information on the pro- 
posed undertaking it will be published in 
the GAME NEWS for your information and 
study. 


Farmer Cooperative Harvesting Program 


The other program, which has been out- 
lined rather thoroughly on the editorial page, 
is one which calls for immediate action be- 
cause of its importance to National Defense. 
It is a program not to be taken lightly by 
any means; it is one which will produce 
tremendous dividends if it is backed whole- 
heartedly by-all concerned. 


While President Merrits, in outlining it, 
referred in particular to the associated clubs 
of the Federation and their membership, he 
by no means excluded non-affiliated clubs or 
individuals. Helping farmers to harvest their 
grain is a job anyone can do. Anyone can 
spend at least part of a day in the fields with- 
out requiring subsequent treatment for aching 
backs or tired limbs. The members of Junior 
Clubs, Boy Scouts, etc., should also be en- 
couraged to lend a hand. The more the mer- 
rier. Remember we are interested these days 
in only one thing—winning a war. All other 
things are secondary even though essential; 
but to win a war our armed forces, our home 
workers, our allies must eat. 


APR 


NOTES ON THE FEDERATION 





COLIN MeF. REED 
Second Vice-President 


Junior Clubs 

While not mentioned as a specific program 
the matter of an auxiliary association of 
Junior Clubs is one which merits serious 
thought. There are numerous such clubs in 
existence today, but no effort has been made 
yet to effect a State-wide organization or to 
plan a year-round program of activities for 
them. If the Federation ever undertakes such 
a task it will undoubtedly receive the hearty 
cooperation of all State Departments interest- 
ed in the preservation of our natural re- 
sources. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Conservation Education 


(Robert Steventon, Chairman) 


While the report of this committee was not 
particularly encouraging it was not discour- 
aging. And the fact that the committee was 
not much nearer its goal is no indication that 
its members were not active; they were ex- 
tremely active. The conservation education 
programs of several other States were studied 
Robert Steventon, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee, enrolled in the Conservation Laboratory 
of Ohio State University for six weeks dur- 
ing the summer, the writer and C. Gordon 
Krieble, one of his assistants, spent ten days 
at the same laboratory observing its opera- 
tion and a National Conference on Conserva- 
tion Education and Publicity was attended. 
On the basis of these and past surveys 4 
specific program for Pennsylvania was recom- 
mended as follows: That a summer school 
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BY THE EDITOR 


similar to the Ohio Conservation Laboratory 
be sponsored by some institution of higher 
learning in the Commonwealth on a credit 
basis, and that the State Teachers Colleges 
adopt conservation as one of their primary 
requirements; that someone be employed in 
the Department of Public Instruction to work 
up study units for in-service teachers and the 
children in the public schools based on the 
material now being published by the various 
conservation departments. 


This plan was drawn up and submitted to 
the Department of Public Instruction where 
itis now undergoing further study following 
which its merits will be determined at a 
round table discussion of representatives of 
the Department of Public Instruction, those 


of the various conservation agencies, the edu- 


cational committee of the Federation, repre- 
sentatives of such outside agencies as the 
Women’s Clubs, Garden Clubs, etc. It is hoped 
that this meeting will be called shortly. Now 
is an opportune time to inculcate conserva- 
tion education in our schools. The war has 
already made people conservation conscious. 
It is making all of them more conservation- 
minded. It is our job to see that they re- 
main that way permanently. 


Fish Committee 
(Ben Kane, Chairman) 


The report of the Fish Committee, aside 
from commending the Fish Commission on 
certain activities and program recommended 
at last year’s convention, included several 
resolutions, paramount of which was one 
favoring legislation, if necessary, to restore 
fishing streams to their former condition fol- 
lowing highway improvements. The resolu- 
tion was based on complaints that township 
highway supervisors have in many cases de- 
stroyed good fishing areas in their road build- 
ing and repair programs. Another resolu- 
tion recommended that the Fish Commission 
district the State and appoint supervisors in 
charge of such districts, such men to super- 
vise the stocking of all fish in the inland 
waters of the Commonwealth. The Commit- 
tee also recommended that the Fish Com- 
mission make a study of the rainbow trout 
situation in the north branch of the Susque- 
hanna River and other large streams con- 
taining these fish, with a view toward ex- 
tending the season on the species to Septem- 
ber 15. It was recommended that another at- 
tempt be made to have a bill passed in the 
Legislature to increase the fishing license fee 
for the purpose of purchasing more public 
fishing waters. 


Forestry Committee 
(Herbert E. Watts, Chairman) 


This committee worked up a plan for State- 
wide reforestration of Oriental Chestnut 
Trees, but before this could be presented to 
the various associations of the Federation, 
world conditions made it impossible to ac- 
quire the necessary seed from China. How- 
ever, the committee recommended that the 
various clubs contact their district foresters 
and purchase the different nut trees propa- 
gated by the Department of Forest and 
Waters in their various nurseries. Clubs were 
also encouraged to include farmers when 
making distribution of the trees. In reporting 
further for the committee, Chairman Watts 
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asked that it be enlarged to include a lum- 
berman in order that more intelligent study 
could be made in certain sections of the 
State pursuant to the issuance of cutting con- 
tracts by the Department of Forests and 
Waters. Watts contended that after exhaus- 
tive surveys of two sections in Huntingdon 
and Mifflin Counties some sportsmen living 
near the proposed cuttings claimed on the 
one hand that cutting was a detriment, 
whereas other sportsmen claimed that is was 
beneficial because it increased the game sup- 
ply. 


Legislative Committee 
(Charles K. Fox, Chairman) 


That a more efficient and thorough legisla- 
tive system be adopted by the Federation 
was recommended by this committee. Chair- 
man Fox said that only by a complete re- 
organization of the legislative structure of 
the Federation could its influence be State- 
wide. The committee recommended the for- 
mation of club, county, and division legisla- 
tive committees, and suggested that close 
friends of members of the House and Senate 
and people with excellent contacts should be 
appointed to such committees. Under the 
proposal after any Federation resolution re- 
quiring legislation has been adopted by the 





club, county, division or state organization 
it should be referred to its source and the 
club and the county legislative committees 
from the county in which it originated would 
be responsible for having the bill introduced. 
A suggestion was also made that the Federa- 
tion ask the Izaak Walton League to forward 
vital information on proposed Federal Legis- 
lation from time to time. 


Pure Streams Committee 
(Dr. Darlington R. Kulp, Chairman) 


The Pure Streams Committee as usual was 
very active, and its Chairman attended sev- 
eral important conferences on the subject 
during the year, including meetings with the 
Secretary of the Sanitary Water Board in 
order to consider ways and means of prevent- 
ing further pollution of Swatara Creek by 
coal mine wastes. An especially important 
one convened in Philadelphia by the Inter- 
state Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin, the American Society of Civil Engin- 
eers, the Engineer’s Club of Philadelphia and 
other interested groups, brought out factors 
having to do with the pollution in the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill Rivers. The comments 
of these various meetings are too lengthy for 
publication here. However, in a few words 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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AUTUMN MAGIC 





The two just about bowled me over. 


CROSS the sea of waving corn the 

autumn breeze floated, with a softness 
of velvet, not cold not warm, wafting the 
scent of wood smoke; the baying of a distant 
hound, the great harvest moon showing 
through the ocean of clouds at lengthened in- 
tervals. A night when it was good to be alive, 
to breathe deeply of this autumn magic. 


Old Bill came out of his kennel, pointed 
his nose to the sky, and sniffed the breeze, 
long deep breaths, then slanted over, a low 
whine deep in his shaggy throat. Yes it was 
a night for ’coon. Old Bill knew, and Old 
Bill never fooled. 


3lack Ace, just a youngster at the art of 
‘cooning, knew well his teacher’s language 
and voiced his desires in his long drawn out 
bawl. 


“All right boys, we'll go, I told them, just 
as soon as our buddies get collected. You just 
keep your pants on, and fold back your ears 
‘till we get ready. 

Acey Boy just about swallowed his feed 
pan, at that, and Old Bill started his war 
dance, and between the two, just about bowl- 
ed me over before I could get the kennel 
gate shut. For they are hounds, mind you, 
and no small fry. Old Bill is just a dog—a 
black and white hound with a head full of 
‘coon sense; Ace is a registered black and tan 
‘coon hound of seventy odd pounds. 


Well, I was just collecting my light and 
paraphernalia when I heard a car in the 
drive, and there was Pete, our jovial Sports- 
men’s Club President, Ken the high school 
boy who has hunted with me the past two 
seasons, and guess who—who above all the— 
but three ministers of the Gospel in our fair 
village. Not one, but three, mind you. 


At once I began to have forebodings, for 
I knew too well that Pete’s piggy language 
would in spite of all get out of control at 
intervals; and Ken, although an amateur, 
kind of whispered things out loud when 
climbing a tree that was a little extra stub- 
born; and of course I wouldn’t mention my- 
self when occasionally Old Bill stumbled 
into a sachet pussy. Well, I think this will be 
good, or will it? 


By PAUL B. PRUGH 
* 


Anyway, we started, six of us in that car, 
three in front, three and two over-eager 
hounds in the back, with one of the Reverends 
at the controls, and Pete wanting to tell a 
story, etc. Oh well, it wasn’t so bad. We 
headed for No. 2 school house which nestles 
in the edge of a sizeable tract of wood, and 
from there we figured to hunt the Umbern 
Bottoms, in which we knew old ringtail had 
his abode. 

“Did someone tell Doc where we're head- 
ing,” someone asked? “Yes” I told them, “Doc 
will be along as soon as he closes his office.” 
“He said, if he didn’t catch up with us he’d 
listen for the hounds and head for them” and 


,” 


you can hear Black Ace five miles; no foolin’. 

Well there you have it. Two store clerks, 
one high school boy, three preachers, and a 
doctor. Some concoction! Huh? 





‘‘Away we started, six of us in that car.’’ 


We just got nicely started down the road 
through No. 2 woods. Old Bill and the pup 
had headed down the hollow ahead of us, 
and we all, (I guess all) had our pipes going 
good, when Bill started to talk about some- 
thing over on the side of the hill. Then Ace 
came in with his mournful bawl. The chase 
was short, and ended in a hole. An old Br’er 
’Possum, I concluded. After a little arguing 
and coaxing, I got Old Bill to leave it there, 
but some of the things he said before he left 
that hole were awful. I told him to shut up, 
we had some preachers with us, but he said 
he didn’t give a hoot, it should have gone up 
a tree. 


Well, we just got started down the hollow 
again, and along came Doc. We got him park- 
ed pretty sudden tike, and started this time 
to hunt in earnest. Old Bill was still mad, 
mind you, about that possum, and Ace said 
he would run a rabbit if that happened again, 
but I knew he was only foolin’, for he never 
had, even when he was just a puppy. I told 
him, though, I’d cut about a foot off his ears 


if he did, and he could lose about that much, 
and have some left. I guess he knew I didn’t 
mean that either. We shouldn’t a bin fibbin’ 
that way, especially with these Reverends 
along, but they said they’d forgive us. 


So down the old pipe line we went, across 
the creek, and on down into the bottoms. 
Along the edge of this beautiful entangle. 
ment runs a corn field, the great shocks 
standing like sentinels in the gray night, here 
and there an ear of corn half eaten. Yes sir, 
old ringtail’s dining room. 

We were just entering the thicket from the 
corn field, when Old Bill streaked past us 
like a house afire. Ken says “You'd better 
call him, here’s where a pussy’s been dig- 
ging.” But I said “no let him go, this is an 
ideal place to hit a ’coon”. “Get him Acey 
Boy, go get him” I told the pup, and a black 
streak vanished after Old Bill, who had be- 
gun opening up. Only a matter of seconds 
and Ace’s long bugle bawls joined the shorter 
ones of Bill’s. Sweet music to the hunter's 
ears. 


“That's ’coon.” I says, “I can tell by the 
excitement in the old dog’s voice when he 
hits a ’coon trail.” He really talks to them. 

Across that bottom land, thru the swamp 
and up the slope on the other side, went the 
hounds. We started to follow. Did I say 
started? Well, anyway, when we got in that 
underbrush a hundred feet, we might as well 
been in the jungles of Africa. Sometimes we 
could squeeze through, mostly on our hands 
and knees. Such a thicket you never saw, 
and all the time those hounds just driving 
for all they’re worth. Then all of a sudden 
their pace slowed. Ace was silent, and Old 
Bill’s bawling less furious. Now Ace opens 
at intervals, and Old Bill seems to be mum- 
bling and cussing to himself. That old ’coon 
was opening his bag of tricks; probably on 
our old rail fence or tapping trees. But not 
for long. That black pup’s nose is too good 
for that. They’re off again, Old Bill talking 
vengence, and such bawling from that pup 
I never heard. I thought he was swallowing 
that ’coon’s tail sometimes. He just couldn't 
seem to get one bawl out ’till another one 
was pushing right behind it. 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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Old Bill soon got a throat hold. 
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The Land Purchase Program « « By W. Gard. Conklin 


HE first purchase of State Game Lands 
luch, was made in 1920, the year following the 
idn’t passage of an Act of Assembly authorizing 
obin’ expenditures from the Game Fund for such 
ends purpose. During this period of 21 years, title 
has been secured (as of February 25, 1942) 
for a total of 689,.260.7 acres, comprising 171 





Cross Stee ee 

Ooms units, distributed through 61 of the 67 coun- 
rgle- ties of the State. 

Ocks Adams, Dauphin, Delaware, Lehigh, Mont- 


here gomery and Philadelphia Counties are the 
$ Sir, | only ones in which State Game Lands do not 
exist, although it might be well to point out 
1 the that in Allegheny County there is but one 
it us small tract containing only 65.8 acres. The 
etter possibility of acquiring any acreage whatever 





dig- | in counties like Philadelphia, Delaware and 
S an M 5 sry ic antine , ; ~s ~ $ 

Montgomery is practically nil, since land in ’ ae 
Acey Photo by Dr. C. S. Apgar 


these counties can not be purchased at prices State Game Lands No. 49, Bedford County. 


lac er errs : Nevins 
+ the Commission is justified in paying for Since last reported in the January 1942 issue of the Game News, title has been vested ! 
onds | 'ands to be used merely for game manage- in the Commonwealth, for use of the Commission, for the following tracts of land: 
utes ment pepeone | | . enien diiaaa Gini ' 
\ter’s The hunting pressure in Adams County is County Grantor Acreage Number Present Total 
not sufficiently heavy to create a serious Acreage 
. . Prepeeanelagdendinpssiaieiene-tegsemanniasaae aan Emma Koch ...............0000e- 51.4 110 7,184.3 
n he | to acquire game lands there. The pressure is PRUGM so rsiciive Ca ideas Wh, INCWUIN THOOE . oooccn soc ce cies 73.9 
mM. exceedingly heavy in Lehigh County, and in (5 small Albert R. Frederick .............. 13.0 
ramp | an attempt to relieve that situation, at least ic | a er Lizzie Stefanowitz .....:...0.5.0<+ 4.0 
t the | to make a beginning, the Commission recent- SUB GIS GENE fo 5.0 6:5 asad s sisiarese: shee 24.5 
say | ly decided to secure, through condemnation | | John B. Rausch ................. 5.7 157 947.7 
that | proceedings, certain lands on the southern Giron. coi ~~~ ae naan — Sa 3303.8 
well | slope of the Blue Mountain. The primary (Crawford............ ee 102.1 122 1,521.4 
s we | reason for exercising its right of condemna- frie ................ W. Everett Benson .............. 258.3 
ands | tion in this particular instance was that title (2 tracts)............ a rer eres 30.8 109 1,444.5 
saw, | to the land is defective, and there seemed [Erie................. JOD MENUPREY ......cccsesscens IGEZ 190 161.2 
iving | to be no other course to follow. In Dauphin [oe re ee GOR TGOSUAN os ck cede ccve ces 126.4 
dden | County the hunting pressure is relatively (3 tracts)............ POY De ESO RORY, TOs cg atcas eis 297.6 
Old | heavy, and it is hoped that game lands will ; M. R. Donaldson ................. 48.9 191 472.9 
: eat é meer umeety BGs cy ewan cporainracana tales PRIMM ohana a ia sien slew clare nis alain 97.3 
ypens | sooner or later be acquired in that section. (4 tracts)...........; Orren Mack ..................... 38.7 
14um- A total of $2,638,258.31, or an average of Rowmert Mechelen: «oc... ci cis cccss 82.3 
coon | $3.82 per acre, was paid for the 689,260.7 acres V. B. McGahen ...... Perch d he Ut CNR 192 321.5 
y on acquired to date, exclusive of other acquisi- a eee Robert G. Alexander ............ 117.0 65 3,783.2 
t not | tion expenditures incidental thereto such as pina peter ee eeees ie . oo soe eeccecovevewses wings rh oe 
I eco sai APRS Na uycoming...... ...G. E. Rohrbach . ere 71.5 926.5 
= oe oe pueblos Luzerne....-.-.-.--- Jeddo-Highland Coal Co. ........ 2,531.8 187 4,238.9 
’ ; ‘ SHORE 6s 6's so oda wees PMN Novas oc. os cc'a aphid avatars 99.7 130 945.6 
pup boundary line surveys and mapping. No fixed onroe..... Beets Charles H. Berg ................. 10.57 38 4889.3 
wing | price per acre is or can be established, other Northampton........Dora Schland ....... at 168 841.0 
iidn’t | than the maximum specified in the law. Pike................. Kneeland Moore, et al .......... 1,000.5 116 2,678.8 
- one | Prices paid vary with the type of land, i.e, Umnion............... H. Elizabeth Dyer ............... 2848 193 
whether forest or farm; its location, the char. Union............... Charles R. Reagan ............... 10.9 295.7 
acter, age and size of forest growth; and the grarae 
MIEN: ia ha et a yteke ates anal 6,593.07 


Suitability of the tract for game management 
purposes. Each cract is considered on its own 


oe a The Commission at its meeting January 8, 1942, agreed to purchase the following 
merits by the Commission, and final action 








on the purchase option is taken in accordance —, ee 
therewith. County Township Owner Acreage 
Only 35% of the so-called 75¢ Fund is now rrr PEGI oe cccccc Eee RBs se ctaitidstecncie Wise dce@ aan 189.0 
allocated to the Division of Lands, the other Bjair ............ Catherine ........ Pe TP DE. ona oie a wits wove os scene: . 2,635.5 
65% being allotted to the Division of Game (Cambria ......... Beato ....... ie 
Land Management. Fortunately, a fairly large - oo Charles Weeks and Oliver Rothert ...... 4,790.0 
proportion of Federal Aid in Wildlife Re- ‘a ee eee 
Storation Funds is now being allocated for C ‘ —— vette “ Th ; P Curtin, Extrx 1,700.0 
land isition, maki i ossible to satis- Entre .......2ees ceccvcccces MALS. omazine Ff. ’ cc ec ec eer eeccene ’ : 
alk guanine ae purchase pro- Ferguson ........ Theodore Davis Boal Est. ................++:. ... 3,876.0 
= : i : Teo CLAWEOED .665c6s: Bloomfield ....... COUNTY COMAIISEIONGTS oo ove ciccewesccaweensd sens 200.0 
gram. In this connection, attention is invited “ Bloomfield ....... Federal Land Bank of Baltimore ................ 211.0 
‘o the fact that a considerable portion of the Lycoming ........ Plunketts’........ OM Ro o-oo na cre cicn Re Sidiau an Gatos were 50.0 
moneys allocated to the Division of Lands “ Creme ........-. 
cannot be applied to actual purchases because Sullivan ......... RG Sisicsisieresiniss OES PaO Oe i ono ein eisic sais x6 oie esis la ade Slee wie 102.0 
such activities as title, survey, and mapping Union ........... Limestone ....... J. Raymond Beaver ................seseeeeeeeeeee 200.0 
work, land leasing projects, and other essen- “ Limestone emer ce I Oe I ina 6 os cc cidesccccceceieteces 14.0 
7 | tial expenditures require sizeable sums an- a oe... ae 


y nually. : 
(Continued on Page 25) MING (ou creas a ncink eta al oa aD aa anialoelAdleica unieate 14,032.5 
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Fox Hunting in Chester County 
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Fox hunting pack owned by W. Newbold Ely, Jr., 


HE sport of foxhunting has been carried 

on regularly and continuously in Chester 
County Pennsylvania, since well before the 
Revolution, and the customs and traditions 
of this old sport are deeply rooted in the soil 
of the county. 

Most of us are familiar with the foxhunt 
described so well by the Chester County 
author, Bayard Taylor, in “THE STORY OF 
KENNETT”, a novel dealing with a period 
so shortly after the Revolution that its hero, 
Gilbert Potter, while riding across the 
Brandywine at Chadds Ford, took note of the 
battle still to be seen on the creek banks. 

The Chester County poet, James Bowen 
Everhart, in his poem “THE FOX CHASE”, 
published in 1874, gives a beautiful descrip- 
tion of a run over the rolling hills that flank 
the Brandywine. Its opening stanza: 


“Wide o’er the braes of Birmingham— 
All rife with song and sweet with balm, 
Where granges trim, with rolling soil, 
Are fair to view and kind to toil, 
There rose as fresh and gay a morn, 
As ever answered hunter’s horn.” 





Photo by LaMar Mumbar 
M.F.H., Philadelphia, Pa. 


George Washington not only stood first in 
war, first in peace and first in the hearts of 
his countrymen, but also stood first among 
the foxhunters of his time. His diary indeed 
is largely a foxhunting diary, as it contains 
day by day accounts of his days in the field 
with his pack of foxhounds at Mount Vernon, 
with detailed notes of the performance of in- 
dividual hounds, the number of foxes found, 
whether red or gray, and the names of friends 
who enjoyed the sport with him. It has been 
stated on good authority that perhaps the 
most potent reason which caused Washing- 
ton to refuse a third term as President was 
his determination to have a few more seasons 
of foxhunting in Virginia while still physic- 
ally able to enjoy the sport. Thus foxhunting 
may have been primarily responsible for the 
establishment of the “no third term” tradi- 
tion. 


But to cast back to Chester County—there 
is no record that George Washington ever 
rode to hounds in Chester County, but dur- 
ing the Battle of the Brandywine he was 
called upon to make a ride there in which 
his experience and skill as a cross-country 


By Chester Mather 
* 


rider must have stood him in good stead. His. 
tory does record that, on September llth, 
1777, Squire Thomas Cheyney, a Chester 
County foxhunter, mounted on a good gray 
mare, rode full speed from the vicinity of the 
forks of the Brandywine to Chadds Ford to 
warn Washington that a British and Hessian 
column had crossed the Brandywine above 
the forks and was approaching the Con. 
tinental Army’s right flank from the north. 
When, after considerable difficulty, Squire 
Cheyney succeeded in delivering this news to 
Washington in person, the General ordered 
him to lead the way to the point toward 
which the enemy column was marching. 
According to contemporary accounts, the 
Squire rode a line straight across country to 
Birmingham, taking a number of big snake 
fences on the way with Washington, Lafayette 
and other staff officers following his lead at, 
we hope, “a safe hunting distance”! 

General Washington arrived in time to 
direct the formation of the brigades of Gen- 
erals Sullivan, Sterling and Stephens in a 
position to stand off the attacks of Lord Corn- 
walis’s detachment long enough to enable the 
Continental Army to make good its retreat 
to Chester, thus averting a disaster that might 
well have ended the War of Independence 
there and then. 


When Lafayette was about to sail for home 
after the War of Independence had been won, 
he asked Washington what he might send 
him as a gift from France. Washington told 
him that he would like nothing so much as 
some French hounds as he had heard so much 
about their fine voice and keen nose. Upon 
his return Lafayette shipped seven French 
hounds to George Washington in Virginia. 
They arrived at Mount Vernon via New York 
on August 24th, 1788. and were hunted the 
following November. Their voices are de- 
scribed as being “like the bells of Moscow”. 
As a result of this importation, many of our 
present day American foxhounds show defin- 
ite traces of French hound ancestry. 

To the ear of a foxhunter no sound com- 
pares in melody with that of a pack of fox- 
hounds in full cry, and the wooded hills of 
Chester County echo to that sound today as 
they did in years gone by. It is a sound 
equally sweet to the ears of the “hill-topper” 
who is content to enjoy the sport from some 
point of vantage as it is to the “thruster” 
whose aim is to keep in close contact with 
the pack, be the obstacles what they may. 

Most of Chester County is regularly hunted 
throughout the season by numerous packs of 
foxhounds. Some of these packs are owned 
by individual landowners, some by foxhunt- 
ing farmers and others by foxhunting clubs, 
but all are conducted with the same pur- 
pose—that of furnishing sport to friends and 
neighbors. 

The hunt described in “THE STORY OF 
KENNETT” was a “drop hunt”, held at 4 
tavern, and was in the nature of a special 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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Plant a Game Food Plot 


By C. C. Freeburn 


Photo by the Author 


* 


HE major task of all Americans today is 

to attain an early and complete victory 
in the war in which we are engaged. In 
order to do this each and every one must, 
of necessity, expend a great deal of effort 
and money in our fight against aggression. 
This means, of course, that much less time 
will be available for recreation and many 
other pursuits in which we formerly engaged. 
Because recreation is so extremely essential 
in these trying times, it becomes necessary 
for us to obtain the utmost enjoyment out 
of every available moment of relaxation 
which can be crowded into busy days. 


If a study is made of all types of outdoor 
sports to determine which ones will afford 
the most satisfaction in the least possible 
time, it will be found that hunting and 
fishing stand well toward the top of the list. 
Hunting, of course, is available to most people 
for only a month and a half during the year, 
but interest need not be lost in wildlife be- 
tween hunting seasons. Any number of things 
can be done which will furnish relaxation, 
permit contact with wild birds and animals, 
and likewise be of great benefit to the crea- 
tures which provide the sport of hunting. 


One of the most important of these is to 
plant one or more small areas to Pennsyl- 
vania Game Food and Cover Plot mixture 
where they will do the most good in furnish. 
ing sustenance and sanctuary for our small 
game species during the crucial fall and win- 
ter months. Plots can be planted without 
much time, trouble or expense, and will com- 
pensate anyone who is willing to try it a 
hundred fold. These plots will also go a long 
way in assuring continued good hunting con- 
ditions in the sportsman’s favorite hunting 
locality. 

First of all fun and exercise can be gotten 
from preparing the ground. This can be done 
by plowing the ground or breaking it up with 


e. 


a harrow. The planting is easily accomplish- 
ed by broadcasting and can be carried on by 
anyone. Merely be sure that the mixture is 
not planted too thickly; 12 or 15 pounds to 
the acre should be sufficient. It is also well 
to remember that good soil or the use of fer- 
tilizer is essential. 

In case those who are interested cannot 
prepare the soil and plant the mixture them- 
selves, arrangements can no doubt be made 
to have someone else do the necessary work 
if the seed is provided. In many cases it may 
be possible to interest farmers, Boy Scouts, 
or other friends and acquaintances in plant- 
ing plots on land which can be secured for 
the purpose. Clubs and organizations of all 
kinds can help by appointing committees for 
this worthwhile work. 

Second, much enjoyment is received by 
those who plant a plot in watching the tender 
shoots push through the earth. Growth will 
soon become rapid, so much so that it is 
almost possible to see the stalks increasing in 
size from day to day. Wildlife will start to 
visit and use the plots very early. If deer 
are present they will commence to browse 
on the green shoots almost as soon as they 
appear. Before long heads will start to form 
on the stalks and seeds will mature and the 
wild birds and animals will be making almost 
constant use of the plots. One of the great- 
est enjoyments comes from observing all of 
this. 

For those interested in photography, many 
chances will be available for taking interest- 
ing snapshots. It will also enable persons 
having plots to observe nature at first hand, 
and to learn much about the habits of the 
wild birds and animals that make use of the 
plots. And more important than all is the 
satisfaction which is experienced in the 
knowledge that something has been done to 
better food and cover conditions for wild- 
life during the critical winter months when 
it is most needed. 

Nearly all readers of the Game News have 
heard about the Pennsylvania Game Food 
and Cover Plot Mixture and many have used 
it, but there are others who will want to 
know what it is. It is simply a mixture of 


grains which was decided upon after exhaus- 
tive experiments by the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission, and which has been extensively 
planted by Commission field employees and 
sportsmen for the past three years. Its pur- 
pose is to supplement the natural food and 
cover for wild birds and animals at a mini- 
mum of cost. The mixture contains the fol- 
lowing grains, in the amounts shown, for each 
100 pounds of mixture: 


Broom Corn (Dwarf Japanese)..... 20 lbs. 
Sorghum (Early Amber) ........... 20 lbs. 
ee ee ee 5 lbs. 
Buckwheat CEartary) 2... .6cicccees 5 lbs. 
Sunflower (Small Branching)....... 8 bls. 
Humgarian Millet . i. cciccecceccaves 5 lbs. 
BY |. ee 13 lbs. 
Cae NRE isicicicce noccieneseas eateue 10 lbs. 
Cte BRIN SiceFe tics ciwrarwarereiateinciwaneinns 5 lbs. 


Kaffir Corn (Greeley or Highland).. 6 lbs. 
Rape €Dwart Hssex) «on... cccsscccese 1 ib. 
REG GUN ot so 6 slaicis Reeweeanncewas 2 lbs. 


Last year alone approximately ten tons of 
this seed were planted with splendid results. 
Many letters from users of the mixture have 
been received reporting upon the success 
obtained and outlining plans for planting it 
again this year. It is hoped that many others 
will decide to plant one or more such areas 
this year so that they may decide for them- 
selves the value the plots offer to wildlife. 


Other questions arise such as, “How, when, 
and where to plant the mixture?” It should 
be planted in small plots not more than one- 
quarter to one-half acre in size. The plots 
should preferably be in long narrow strips, 
and should be located either in or adjacent 
to good natural cover such as brushy ditch 
banks, fencerows, gulleys or woodlots. Best 
results will be obtained if the plots are plant- 
ed on fertile soil. Where necessary lime and 
fertilizer should be used. County Agricul- 
tural Agents will be able to give the neces- 
sary information about the use of both of 
these in their respective localities. Not more 
than 12 or 15 pounds per acre should be sown 
broadcast, on a prepared seed bed, anytime 
from May 15 to June 15. Because of the dif- 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Small area adjacent to woodland planted to Pennsylvania Game Food Plot Mixture. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


HARRY J. UPDEGRAFF 


The Commission, the sportsmen and his 
brother officers particularly, mourn the un- 
timely death of Harry J. Updegraff, 50, of 
Shippenville, Game Protector in charge of 
District 11, who succumbed to a heart attack 
while pursuing dogs that were chasing deer. 
Both Mr. Updegraff and his wife took up the 
trail of the dogs in a heavy snow, but when 
travel became too difficult Mrs. Updegraff 
stopped to wait her husband’s return. Shortly 
afterwards she heard seevral shots and called 
to him. When he did not answer she became 
alarmed and dispatched two local boys to 
look for him. They found him where he 
had fallen. 


Harry has been in the service of the Com- 
mission for many years as a Deputy Protector 
and since 1935 as a District Protector, first in 
Mercer County then in Clarion. 


He was well known as a dog trainer, in- 
terested in trap and skeet shooting, and was 
affiliate i with the Pennsylvania and Venango 
County Grouse Trial Clubs and of the Knox 
Rod and Gun Club. 

His death came almost a month after his 
son, Lieut. Gail T. Updegraff, of the 66th 
Pursuit Squadron, U.S. Air Corps, was killed 
in an airplane crash at Langley Field. 





NEW JUNIOR N. R. A. PLANS 


The year 1942 will see the greatest single 
development in the N. R. A. junior program 
since its beginning sixteen years ago. During 
those years, junior teams have been accus- 
tomed to competition on a postal basis. Now 
those teams representing high school and 
similar schools will have the opportunity to 
compete shoulder-to-shoulder for National 
and District Team and Individual Champion- 
ships. 


On April 18, 1942, a series of tournaments 
will be held throughout the country to select 





the 1942 Scholastic Champions of the United 
States. Any junior club, college club, senior 
club, or state association affiliated with the 
N. R. A. may apply for the privilege of con- 
ducting the tournament for each district. It 
is naturally necessary that the sponsoring 
group be able to furnish adequate range 
facilities and personnel to successfully con- 
duct such a tournament. It is also required 
that teams representing at least three sep- 
arate schools be assured. Awards, targets, 
publicity, referees and complete instructions 
will be furnished by the N. R. A. 


To assist sponsoring organizations in de- 
fraying expenses, fifty per cent of all entry 
fees will be returned to them to be added to 
their general funds. Complete information 
may be obtained from the Junior Division of 
the N. R. A. In addition to the Scholastic 
Championships, any junior tournament meet- 
ing certain requirements may now be regis- 
tered in the same manner and with the same 
advantages as the popular senior Class C 
tournaments. Several highly successful regis- 
tered junior tournaments already have been 
held. 


A review of the Annual Report of the 
National Rifle Association for the year 1941 
discloses some interesting facts, namely: 


That no State or Federal laws were enacted 
imposing new restrictions on the purchase, 
possession, or use of firearms by reputable 
citizens. Indeed Congress went on record, for 
the first time since the adoption of the Bill 
of Rights, to the effect that the right of the 
individual citizen to possess and bear arms 
should not be infringed! 


Many of the non-coms and junior Army of- 
ficers who are today instructing less fortunate 
selectees in the mysteries of guns and am- 
munition received their instructor’s jobs be- 
cause the N. R. A. Junior program gave them 
the basic shooting knowledge; and the train- 
ing, discipline, and confidence which made 
them stand out from the crowd when training 
camp was reached. And the best part of it is 
that the Junior program is steadily growing. 
For instance in 1939 there were 764, in 1940, 
937, and in 1941, 1,019 Junior Clubs. 


The Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association has taken a step which we hope 
will soon be followed by other states. Rifle 
shooting has been recognized as a major sport 
for Pennsylvania schools and it is hoped that 
more and more of our educational institutions 
will encourage it. Not a single shooting acci- 
dent has occurred in the history of any Junior 
Rifle Club, another reason why these groups 
should be sponsored wherever possible. 


College rifle shooting may suffer a set-back 
in 1942 but the foundation is laid for a prompt 
recovery when supplies are again available. 
College Clubs have increased from 109 in 1940 
to 141 in 1941. 


The growth in registered tournaments also 
increased during the year. There were 218 
with 15,271 competitors in 1941 as compared 
with only 176 with 10,836 competitors in 1940. 


The number of persons to qualify and re- 
ceive permanent classifications also increased 
considerably. In pistol shooting alone 9,924 
were classified either as Master, Expert, 
Sharpshooter, or Marksman in 1941 as com- 
pared to 5,273 in 1940 and 2,840 in 1939. Over 





IN MEMORIAM 


FRANK G,. 


NORRIS 


Sportsmen all over the State, particularly 
Northwestern Pennsylvania, grieved deeply 
over the loss of one of the outstanding mem- 
bers of their fraternity, Frank G. Norris, But- 
ler County Treasurer-elect and widely known 
outdoorsman who died suddenly January 1, 
of a heart attack. He was to have taken up 
office as treasurer early the following week. 


Mr. Norris, father of George L. Norris, 
District Game Protector at Warren, was one 
of the founders of the Northwestern Division 
of the Federated Sportsmen’s Clubs and the 
Sportsmen’s Council of Division “F”, having 
served as both treasurer and vice-president. 


He sponsored and was also chairman of the 
committee for raising funds for the memorial 
to Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, First Executive Secre- 
tary of the Game Commission. 











900 more were classified in the use of the 
Small Bore Rifle in 1941 than in 1940. All of 
the above speaks well for the future program 
of the N. R. A., which now has a total mem- 
bership of 53,948, including 44,951 annual 
mernbers and 8,997 life members. 





Sportsmen’s organizations that are looking 
for local conservation projects should not for- 
get the possibility of landscaping and utilizing 
vacant upgrown lots. Most lots nowadays in 
time become borough or city dumps. Clean- 
ing up and making such areas useful for re- 
creational purposes is good conservation as it 
indirectly helps make the community a bet- 
ter place in which to live. 
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Photos by W I R. Drake 


HARRISBURG BOY SCOUT RECEIVES 
COVETED AWARD 


At a Recognition Rally of the Harrisburg 
Area Council, marking the 32nd Anniversary 
of the Boy Scouts of America, J. (Jack) 
Frank Ritter, Jr., Harrisburg, Pa., was award- 
ed the Dr. W. T. Hornaday Gold Medal Award 
for Conservation—only the fifth of its kind 
ever made in the country, and the second to 
be won by a Pennsylvania Scout. The presen- 
tation was made by Seth Gordon, Executive 
Director of the Pennsylvania Game Commis- 
sion, and George H. Wirt, Chief Forest Fire 
Warden, both members of the Scout Council. 

That Scout Ritter merits this coveted prize 
is demonstrated by the painstaking energy 
with which he worked to acquire it. His 
desire to learn more about conservation came 
while he was in the act of acquiring his bird 
study merit badge, and from that time on he 
devoted most of his spare time to a study of 
conservation, using Federal and State publi- 
cations on the subject. He practically applied 
everything he learned—built feeding shelters, 
camp fire places, birdhouses, encouraged 
landowners to carry on good conservation 
practices, helped other scouts to acquire 
merit badges of various kind, and so on. 

At the time he did not realize that his work 
was later to be a challenge to all other Scouts 
—even to those who received Eagle recogni- 
tion during the same ceremony at which he 
Teceived his cherished award. 

Pennsylvanians are proud, and congratulate 
Scout Ritter for having accomplished a dif- 
ficult task. This record casts an interesting 


sidelight on his accomplishments. For in- 
stance, he became a member of the Boy 
Scouts June 17, 1937 when almost 15 years 
of age, was made Second Class Scout in 1937, 
First Class in July 1938, Star Scout in 1938, 
Life Scout in March 1939, Eagle in 1939, was 
awarded the Bronze Palm in 1940, the Gold 
Palm in September 1940, and the Silver Palm 
in March 1941, 


He held positions of Senior Patrol Leader, 
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster, and Assistant 
Scoutmaster, Troop 11, Christ Lutheran 
Church, and was the only Scout in the city 
to be awarded the Organizer Award, in 1937. 
He holds a three-year perfect attendance rec- 
ord. 


He was awarded three bars as a Forest 
Guide by the Department of Forests and 
Waters for three consecutive years, and was 
Third Officer in charge of the Chesapeake 
Sea Scout Cruise. Later he was appointed 
First Mate in the Harrisburg Unit, attained 
ranks of apprentice, ordinary, able, and Sea 
Scout, and was awarded the Long Cruise 
Badge. 

He became interested in conservation and 
game refuges particularly by a note he ob- 
served in the Scout Manual about an Indiana 
Boy Scout who had sold 266 farmers on a 
refuge program. He decided to beat that 
record and personally visited, on his own 
time and at his own expense, 300 landowners 
within a 75-mile radius of Harrisburg, all of 
whom signed pledges to set aside wildlife 
sanctuaries of one acre or more. He mostly 
took “pot-shots” on his own initiative, visit- 
ing from 4 to 8 farms a day. 

Other activities in which he engaged in- 
cluded a six-week Boy Scout Conservation 
program on the radio, writing articles on con- 
servation for local newspapers, distributing 
Wildlife and Forest Fire Prevention posters, 





giving weekly talks on conservation to farm- 
ers, citizens, and Scout Troops and assisting 
Scouts in bird study as a Merit Badge Coun- 
sellor. 

(Continued on Page 24) 





Gordon Kriehle 


Photo by C 


Scout Ritter being congratulated by Albert Allen, Chairman, Executive Board, Harrisburg Area 
of Boy Scouts, with a Scout handclasp as George Wirt, Chief Forest Fire Warden, Department 


of Forests and Waters, Seth Gordon, 


Executive Director, Game Commission and Harry H. 


Hunter, Chief Scout Executive of the Harrisburg Area of Boy Scouts look on. 
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Photo by C. E. 


Doyle 


Another drama of the wild occurred when the deer shown in the above photo got its head 


wedged in a hole of a tree, which was apparently used as a salt lick. 


The salt was placed in 


the larger opening, and it is supposed that while other deer were using it another, perhaps too 
anxious to wait, forced its head through the opposite much narrower opening. 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD 


The following is a copy of a letter received 
by E. R. Bomberger, Secretary, Hempfield 
Farmers & Sportsmen’s Association, Salugna: 

“Thank you gentlemen for the very fine 
one legged cockbird you were good enough 
to provide for me last fall. Enclosed find 2 
Bucks for replacement.’—Karl Ort. 

Attached to the top of the letter were the 
leg band and two one dollar bills. In ap- 
preciation of his good sportsmanship, which 
so many lack, Mr. Ort was sent a letter of 
appreciation and an honorary membership 
in the Hempfield Asscoiation. 


“There seems to be deer anywhere I go. 
Was over quite a large area of State Game 
Lands 143 recently and they seem as numer- 
ous as in former years. Snowshoe rabbits are 
showing up good this winter on all the lands 
in this group.”—Game Protector John A. 
Hopkins, Warren County. 


“On January 17 I noticed where foxes were 
crossing the road leading to Refuge No. 48. 
I immediately made a water set, using two 
traps and pork cracklings soaked with anise 
for bait. I scattered cracklings around on the 
snow forming trails leading into the set. 
Nothing happened for a few days and then 
on January 22 I found that both traps were 
missing. About 40 steps from the set was a 
female gray fox that had wrapped the metal 


drag and chain around some brush. Mr. 
Sedam, Division “D” Land Technician, who 
was with me, assisted in the hunt for the 


second trap. About an hour later I found 
a male gray fox in the other trap. It man- 
aged to pull the drag up a steep bank and 
was fast at a hollow stump. I have managed 
to trap a number of foxes in recent years but 
never have I trapped two foxes in the same 
night in the same set.”—Albert R. Bachman, 
Game Protector, Bedford County. 


APRIL 


TOPICS 


SPORTSMEN’S WEEK PROCLAMATION 


By action of the Pennsylvania Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs in convention assembled 
at Harrisburg, the President was instructed 
to declare a week to be set aside and known 
as Sportsmen’s Week for the purpose of 
bringing before the public the views, objec- 
tives and activities of their various clubs and 
associations. This action was very timely, for 
if there was a time when the lovers of the 
great outdoors and pure streams should be 
banded together it is now. 

The great State of Pennsylvania is known 
from coast to coast as the last hunting and 
fishing Paradise. This being true then it be- 
hooves every member of this Federation to 
put forth during this Sportsmen’s Week every 
effort to bring into membership in the Fed- 
eration all nature lovers, hunters, fishermen, 
pure streams advocates, conservationists, ete. 
By doing this Pennsylvania’s great name will 
live forever in the hearts of all true Amer- 
icans. 

I therefore declare and set aside the week 
of April 1 to 8, 1942, to be known as Sports- 
men’s Week. 

Let every member start out Wednesday, 
April 1, and get as many new members for 
his club as possible. Every new club member 
is a Federation member. Boost your club; 
boost the Federation. 

Your sales talk as to why a_ sportsman 
should become a members of your club and 
affiliated with the Pennsylvania Federation 
of Sportsmen's Clubs can be found in Resolu- 
tion No. 1 of the inclosed copy of the Minutes 
of the Eleventh Annual Meeting. Look them 
over and study them, and they will be a big 
help to you in the campaign. 

M. C. MERRITTS, President. 
March 4, 1942. 
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Photo by Wm. C. Grimm 
Eagle nest at Pymatuning being rebuilt after it had 


blown to the ground. 
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THOSE IN SERVICE 


Another employe of the Commission was 
recently called upon to do his bit for Uncle 
Sam—William C. Grimm, Linesville—and the 
Commission and its entire personnel wish him 
Godspeed. 


Bill has been employed on a Pittman- 
Robertson project in Northwestern Pennsyl- 
yania, and is stationed in the Medical Unit at 
Camp Stewart, Georgia. 


Naturally he will appreciate a line from his 
many friends. 





—EE 





In response to our request for records of 
big game animals set forth on page 32 of the 
December issue we have received the follow- 
ing: 

Measurements: 

Length on outside curve A. . .R. 2234” L. 2242” 
Circumference of main beam B. .R.334” L. 4” 
Circumference of burr C....... R. 6%" L.7” 


Grmatest Guread DD. .. 6 i. kk occas es cas 23%” 
‘ ; . Right 4 
Number of points on each horn: Left 4 


Exact locality where killed, New Brunswick 
Township, Schuylkill County. 

Date killed, December, 1941. 

By whom killed, Randolph Rowe 

Owner, Randolph Rowe 

Address 830 Hampden Blvd., Reading 
Remarks: Dried velvet on Ist point and 

beam of right side. 


These are tough days for the careless typist. 
She can’t use an eraser because rubber is 
scarce and she can’t start a new letter be- 


cause of the paper shortage.—‘Foreign Ser- 
vice, V. F. W.” 





Splendid trophy bagged by Randolph Rowe of Read- 
ing, the measurements for which are listed above. 





Photo by Townsend Godsey 


Members of the National Conference on Conservation Education and Publicity in outdoor session 


at Pickwick Park, Pickwick Dam, 


Tennessee. 


Nineteen States were represented including 


Pennsylvania, 


“In December one day about noon, while 
on routine patrol in the vicinity of Laurel 
Summit, Westmoreland County, my attention 
was attracted by shooting. I started in the 
direction of the shots and soon met a hunter 
leaving the woods. Upon my inquiry about 
the shooting, he stated that ‘some fool was 
shooting at a mark.’ 

“T hurried in the direction of voices I heard. 
As I climbed a hill toward a group I could 
now see, I stopped in amazement and began 
to wonder if my eyes were deceiving me. 
There was a group of five hunters with a 
doe standing docilely among them; two of 
the group had their arms around its neck. 
A short distance away was a small fawn, not 
quite as tame as its mother, and another 
hunter trying to get closer to it. This hunter 
had a rock in his hand and was taking the 
stance of a baseball pitcher about to put a 
“Dizzy Dean” third strike across the plate. 
He appeared to be so intent in his endeavor 
that I really think he meant to kill the fawn. 
I called to him not to injure the animal un- 
less he was prepared to pay a hundred dollar 
fine. He immediately dropped the rock and 
started to walk away. I went up to him and 
questioned him about his actions and check- 
ed his license certificate. 

“We then went back to join the other men. 
They were seated‘on a fallen log, the deer 
nosing at their backs and at their pockets. 
I asked them to tell me the secret of being 
able to find deer in the woods that would 
eat out of their hands. They said the deer 
had just wandered up to them; they couldn’t 
explain their presence nor could they un- 
derstand it. They were as puzzled as I was. 
They got quite a kick out of it, and had taken 
two rolls of pictures. One fellow explained 
that he had fed them his entire lunch. 

“The question of who was guilty of the 
‘shooting at random’ was soon settled. The 


fellow who tried to ‘Throw a strike’ at the 
fawn was the guilty person. He was hunting 
alone and not a member of the party of five. 
He had been trying to cut an upper limb from 
a dead tree with a 12 guage pumpkin ball, 
never realizing the danger that existed with 
the woods so full of hunters. Needless to say 
he paid for his carelessness. 

“Later in the day, I learned the source of 
the tame deer. They had escaped from a 
roadside menagerie nearby early in the fall.” 
—Robert D. Parlaman, Game Protector, Dis- 
trict G-11, West Newton. 


“At the California State Teachers’ College 
they had children’s summer school. In order 
for the teachers to get their necessary credits 
they were given an opportunity to teach 
various subjects, games, etc. In the afternoon 
they met out-of-doors at the school’s recrea- 
tion area (Propagation Area G-4). On two 
occasions I was requested to give short talks 
(1 hour) on conservation, etc. The first time 
there I had with me a live ’coon and talked 
about it and other fur-bearing animals. 

“On my second visit I talked about song 
birds and their conservation, birdhouse build- 
ing, and related subjects of interest. I passed 
out the Commission’s free literature on song 
birds and read from that. Asked the kids 
to name birds and describe them. Also on 
another trip there I talked about snakes. Had 
a kid’s blackboard there and drew pictures 
of the identifying characteristics of poison- 
ous and non-poisonous repties. I had a live 
blacksnake for demonstration. The live stuff 
is the secret. This group was from about 10 
to 14 years old. 

“At the Charleroi Junior High School 
Junior Sportsmen’s Club, the teacher-sponsor 
and I directed their annual picnic. We took 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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Thousands of pheasants 


tions where purchases of suitable size could 


are released 


annually, 


but I am pleased to report that through our 


APRIL 


Continued from Page 5 


NYA programs we took advantage of every 
possible opportunity to improve our land 
holdings. For the time being, however, these 
services are practically non-existent, although 
we have had an excellent statewide master 
WPA project approved, calling for Federal 
funds in the amount of $1,132,000 which js 
ready to become operative as men become 
available. At present we are using only 
around 550 WPA workers daily as against 
almost 3200 at the peak last year. 

In this connection, we are working with 
various agencies in the development of a big 
Public Work Reserve Program, to swing into 
action immediately after the National Emerg. 
ency, and we shall do our best to take full 
advantage of that when the time comes go 
that we may further improve our game lands 
and other areas under the Commission’s con. 
trol. 


Seedlings for Game Food Planting 
In recent years we made arrangements 
with the State Department of Forests and 
Waters to develop a special area at the Clear- 
field Nursery for the production of game food 


10t be justified, was not extended during several programs we have been able to bal- seedlings for the Commission. That project 
1941. We desired to observe whether the new ance up our land holdings in the seven field will produce about all the seedlings the Com- 


special Wildlife Projects sponsored by sports- 
men’s organizations might increase sufficient- 
ly to take the place of the state-sponsored 
cooperative areas 


At the beginning of 1941 we had 82 such 
projects, comprising 1.816 farms, aggregating 
151,527.2 acres. At the close of the year there 
were only 79 of them in operation with a 
total of 147,573.9 acres, the loss being due 
largely to the sale of farms and cancellation 
of agreements. 

We opened the year with 75 Special Wild- 
life Projects in operation, containing 29,872 
acres. Just prior to the hunting season there 
were 109 of these projects, aggregating 40.599 
acres, a net increase of 10,727 acres. This was 
a wholesome growth, but nothing like we 
anticipated. We still feel that this locally 
sponsored program is excellent, and that in 
time it will relieve a considerable portion of 
the posted lands problem in various localities. 
However, it has not expanded rapidly enough, 
and at our recent meeting we again decided 
to push the Cooperative Farm-Game Program 
and to develop the present areas to the fullest 
extent possible consistent with the desirabil- 
ity of each project, also to increase the size 
of them as much as may be practicable from 
an administrative standpoint, even though a 
given project may contain as much as 10,000 
or more acres. We also decided that projects 
which have not proved satisfactory shall be 
abandoned or relocated, that for the present 
new projects, should not be sought, and that 
any areas found desirable for this program 
should be carefully selected to avoid the mis- 


administrative divisions during the past 
decade in a most gratifying way. The com- 
pilation at the bottom of this page is self- 
explanatory: 
Lands Management 

I have already referred briefly to the land 
managerial responsibilities of the Commis- 
sion, which at present aggregate 1,000,000 
acres. While we can buy lands and do noth- 
ing to condition them so as to make them 
produce the maximum amount of game an- 
nually, we believe it is only good business 
to manage our land holdings in an efficient, 
intelligent manner. As we buy or lease more 
lands we must expect to use more man-power, 
more equipment, more of this and that, and 
the total requirements become increasingly 
larger. Naturally the problem is to keep such 
work within the realm of practicability. We 
are convinced that more men should regularly 
be assigned to this work but under present 
conditions we feel it would be unwise to 
establish additional managerial groups. After 
the war is won we shall be in better shape 
to do it. We are satisfied, however, that the 
group management plan now in operation is 
far superior to the old method. We are get- 
ting much better results for the money ex- 
pended. 

During the period when free service was 
available from the CCC, WPA, DPA, and 


mission can use wisely on its own lands, ap- 
proximately 1,200,00 annually. These, together 
with one to two million evergreen seedlings 
obtained from the Department, will give our 
men plenty of planting work to handle. 

There is sentiment among the sportsmen’s 
groups and individuals for the development 
by the Commission of a nursery in which to 
produce game food producing seedlings for 
public distribution to those who desire to 
plant private lands. Naturally we could not 
justify any free distribution of such stock, 
but we are exploring the possibility of doing 
it on a cost basis, somewhat comparable to 
the method under which the Department of 
Forests and Waters distributes seedlings for 
forest crops. This is something to consider, a 
problem for the future. 


There is no question about the wisdom of 
providing more food and cover for our wild- 
life, and I am pleased to report that during 
the spring of 1941 approximately 10 tons of 
Pennsylvania Game Food and Cover Plot 
Mixture were planted. The growth of this 
venture is most pleasing, and we have again 
taken steps to provide a central source from 
which this mixture may be obtained this 
spring. Here is another job which sportsmen 
alone can handle on private lands, and it is 
a splendid way to get landowners interested 
in wildlife. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF LANDS SECURED FOR 
GAME MANAGEMENT PURPOSES 


(Does not include lands under contract for purchase) 


194: 


n 


mp 


+ 


- 2 


mm £4: -€ aS = OE 











takes made at the beginning of this venture. DIVISION May 31, 1930 May 31, 1934 May 31, 1938 Jan. 1, 1942 
In other words, our efforts should be devoted (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) 
wholly to areas that will produce results. A 17.473 21.415 60.800 116,272.0 
Here again is a problem for the sportsmen’s B 27,650 46,309 77,082 133,488.0 
organizations. They can help the Commission Cc 54.631 125,667 144,397 168,916.0 
greatly, and I know they will do their best. D 33,751 66,535 109,165 136,115.0 

I shall not take time to discuss other types ~- pon a "an cae 
oF SORNTN, CE a6 Aeehery preserves, dog G 31,793 29,416 79,374 113,620.0 
training preserves, propagation areas, etc., for wa SESE : eee 
which the Commission is now responsible, Total 313,194 530,306 753,162 999,128.0 
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Relations With Landowners 


In many sections of the Commonwealth the 
sportsmen have accomplished wonders in 
‘heir efforts to improve relations between the 
sportsmen and the farmers. Much still re- 
mains to be done. One of the most produc- 
tive efforts in this field has been by sports- 
men's groups having safety zone posters of 
their own printed for distribution to farmers 
who agree to take down their trespass signs 
and allow hunting if the sportsmen will help 
keep thoughtless hunters from shooting too 
close to their buildings. There is room for 
much more work along this line, and the 
sportsmen’s groups are the ones who can do 
it best. 

One problem which has given us cause for 
much concern during recent years is the 
growing tendency for a few individuals to 
band together, sometimes so-called sportsmen 
groups, then go to farmers with trespass pos- 
ters and offer to post their lands in return 
for exclusive hunting rights thereon. In some 
cases they actually offer cash for these hunt- 
ing privileges. In many instances the land- 
owners fall for the plan, and a few selfish 
fellows enjoy what amounts to private hunt- 
ing grounds. Then they turn about and pull 
down the posters at the end of the season, or 
even sooner, in the hope that our officers 
will innocently stock the grounds with game 
provided through public funds. Even though 
we have given much study to this problem, 
we are frank to admit that to date we have 
found no legislative solution to recommend. 
But sooner or later a way must be found to 
curb, or at least regulate, this practice, as it 
is creating a very unhealthy condition in a 
number of localities. 

I shall not dwell upon the many other ways 
in which public-spirited groups of sportsmen 
may help to bring about better relations with 
landowners, except to urge that you all go 
the limit to that end. After all, the farmer 
can be the sportsmen’s best friend; or he may 
be his worst enemy by merely making his 
land unsuitable or unattractive to wildlife, 
and by prohibiting hunting. 


Game Stocking 

It seems unnecessary to review our game 
stocking program of the past year. You are 
all familiar with it, and the totals, in round 
numbers, will suffice. We shipped from our 
own game farms over 35,000 pheasants, more 
than 14,000 bobwhite quail, over 2,000 Hun- 
garian partridges, and almost 1,400 wild tur- 
keys. We also purchased 27,000 pheasants, 
7,000 quail, and almost 40,000 cottontail rab- 
bits. In addition we trapped and transferred 
33,000 rabbits, 2.900 ringnecks, over 100 rac- 
toons, and 600 gray quirrels. 

For the current season, in keeping with our 
Policy announced several years ago, we or- 
dered 30,000 Missouri cottontails and hope to 
transfer at least 40,000 home-grown bunnies. 
Had we anticipated the difficulties of ship- 
ment due to war conditions we would cer- 
tainly have eliminated Missouri rabbits en- 
urely this winter. The shippers have been 
up against it, as have the railroads. Many of 
our shipments have been on the road entirely 
too long, some of them five days. And you 
know what that means. The transfer job this 
Winter has also been beset with war difficul- 
ties, but surprising results have already been 
attained in a number of counties. 

With our own farm production and pur- 
Chases combined, we shall soon release around 
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50,000 ringnecks and 20,000 bobwhites, and a 
number of organizations are holding addi- 
tional pheasants to release. It is felt this is 
about the number of pheasants that can be 
used to best advantage, and that to distribute 
more birds, often in second or third class ter- 
ritory, would not be justified. 


This brings up another point I desire to 
discuss with you. Research studies and field 
observations convince us that our pheasants 
should be released much earlier than has 
been the practice in the past in order that 
they may get accustomed to their new home 
and go to housekeeping at the proper time. 
We have gradually been pushing the release 
dates forward on an experimental basis, and 
if you happen to learn of a release in your 
locality just before a heavy snowfall don’t 
become alarmed. The birds will pull through 
without suffering. They can easily go two or 
more weeks without food if necessary. In 
fact, indications are that they may produce 
better results if they go through some “lean 
periods” just as do the birds in the wild. 

In connection with our farm program, we 
have encountered real obstacles, both in the 
matter of retaining experienced help and in 
securing wire and other necessary materials. 
We shall merely have to get along as best we 
can for the duration. 


Law Enforcement 

The redistricting plan for general field ad- 
ministrative work, which became operative 
on June 1, 1941, got into high gear with much 
less difficulty than we anticipated and has 
functioned smoothly. We have been handi- 
capped, however, due to shortage of men. 
Fortunately very few of our officers to date 
have left the service of the Commission to 
take much more lucrative jobs in industry, 
but we have temporarily lost the services of 
others to the military forces. With the 24 
men in the Training School, all of whom we 
hope will graduate on February 28, we can 
fill gaps both in land management and field 
administrative positions. However, a number 
of those also will be taken for military ser- 
vice shortly thereafter, their draft boards hav- 
ing very kindly allowed them to finish their 
courses. 

Deputy help was most difficult to secure 
last fall, and indications are that next fall 
conditions will be much worse. However. we 
shall do our best to secure help where badly 
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needed without interfering with National De- 
fense efforts. 


In connection with our personnel problems, 
with which most of you are acquainted, the 
Commission’s inability to compensate its staff 
on a basis comparable to business concerns 
has made it most difficult to maintain that 
morale which is so essential to the success of 
any enterprise. However, it is hoped that this 
may be corrected in the near future. 


Past Hunting Season 


I could tell you about many more problems 
which confront you as sportsmen and us as a 
Commission, but my time is slipping by. 

The low hunting accident record in 1941, 
27 fatalities as against 43 in 1940, was most 
pleasing to us all. It shows that the educa- 
tional campaign is accomplishing results. 


Everybody seems to be agreed that rabbit 
and pheasant hunting was considerably bet- 
ter than the year previous, also that the bear 
season was better; and that while squirrels, 
ruffed grouse, and wild turkeys were just as 
abundant, or more so, the hunting results 
were less satisfactory than usual due to un- 
favorable hunting conditions. 


When it comes to the deer season, every- 
body agrees that weather conditions were 
most unfavorable at the very time when the 
largest numbers of hunters were afield, and 
that after the first few days hunting was 
very limited, not enough to keep the deer 
moving. At the time of our January meeting 
a release, which the Commission prepared 
and sponsored, gave our prediction that the 
total buck kill would be somewhat between 
15 and 18 thousand, or a season comparable 
to 1936. That was based on information as- 
sembed by all the field officers, not guesses 
on the part of the Commission or its office 
staff. Tabulations to date satisfy us that the 
estimate given is approximately correct, and 
all agree the deer killed were larger, fatter, 
and carried better racks than in recent years. 

It may surprise you to know, as it did 
me, that with well over 500,000 game-kill 
reports filed less than 200 letters of complaint 
were received by the Game Commssion, be- 
cause the sportsmen of Pennsylvania know 
that ever since 1927 the Commission has, by 
successive steps, been endeavoring to reduce 
the deer herd to a point where the dimin- 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Photo by Allison D. Fisher 


Window display prepared by the Mohnton Fish and Game Association, Mohnton, Berks County, 
prior to last hunting season in an effort to encourage hunters to obey safety zone and refuge 
signs, and to hunt safely. 


the conferences brought out some salient which they refer for the sake of identifica- 
facts, particularly with reference to the Dela-_ tion and clarity 

ware-Schuylkill problem as follows: Objectives of the Pennsylvania Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs: 
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7. To cooperate with and coordinate the efforts of 

are sis - ar P all affiliated club members. This is to agree on sound 
One important approach to the whole prob- principles as applied to the conservation of natural 
lem centers around the public health and resources and to gain the respect of our legislators, 


Pine : the farmer, and the landowner and in doing this, the 
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possess, own, or bear firearms in accord with t, 
Constitution of the United States. ’ 

13. To cooperate with neighboring state agencies 
reference to reciprocal agreements pertaining to hunt 
ing and fishing privileges on borderlines. 

14. To prevent the pollution of now clean stream; 
and to bring about the redemption of pollute 
streams.’’ Adopted 


Federation Resolutions 


1. Proclaiming sportsmen’s wildlife week beginning 
April 1, 1942. 

2. Requiring that whenever a resolution is presente; 
and approved by either a division or the State Federa 
tion that requires an act of legislature, that respons 
ibility for developing and consummating such legisla 
ture rest with the club which originated the resolv. 
tion in cooperation with the Legislative Committe 
of the division and State Federation. 

3. Recommending that the Governor be petitioned ¢ 
remove the present members of the Sanitary Wate; 
Board and appoint in their stead such men who ar 
sympathetic to the enforcement of Pure Streams Legis 
lature 

4. Recommending that the Federation, through its 
Board of Directors or by special committee, work out 
a plan, together with its estimated cost, of providing 
continuous representation at Harrisburg. 

5. Vigorously and earnestly protesting at the pro- 
posed breach of trust and the ruination of Cook 
Forest Park or any part thereof by permitting a dan 
to be erected which would flood that area, and urging 
the Water Power and Resources Board and the De 
partment of Forests and Waters to decline such ar 
application if and when it is made. 

6. Recommending the appointment of Harvey L 
Brownback of Norristown to an existing vacancy on 
the Sanitary Water Board. 

7. A letter in honor of Dalton Bell, Willlamsport 
member of the Board of Directors from the south 
central Division who met an untimely death in 
hunting accident last season, was spread upon the 
minutes of the Conference 

8. Before adjournment of the Saturday morning 
session Mr. Kane suggested that in view of the fact 
that James N. Morton, Chief, Division of Land Mar 
agement, of the Commission, was in the hospital, an 
that he was always a friend of everybody coming t 
the Convention that a message of condolence be sent 
for his recovery. This was done by the Secretary w! 
received a very appreciative reply from friend Jimmy 

9. The Convention voted against a condemnatior 
resolution from York County protesting against the 
Split Rock Association after hearing evidence to the 
effect that that asscoiation had cooperated with th 
Northeastern Division by opening many acres of lands 
and many miles of fishing streams which were 
previously closed 

10. A motion to exclude all fox hunting stories or 
articles from the GAME NEWS was defeated be- 
cause it was felt that proponents of every sport had 
an equal right to exchange ideas and otherwise pr 
mote their interests through the magazine 


Fish Resolutions 


1 tecommending that the Fish Commission ar 
the Department of Highways cooperate in erecting 
dams above road fills wherever possible. 

2. Recommending legislation, if mecessary, to re 
store to their former condition streams in which good 
fishing was destroyed by highway improvements. 

3. Recommending that the Commission open Spring 
Creek Project to Sunday fishing 

4. Requesting that the Commission empower its 
agents, in cases where roads are impassable into 
originally designated streams, to place fish in those 
listed as second or third choices if they are in good 
condition and accessible for stocking. 

5. Requesting the Commission to rigidly enforce the 
new regulations on the sale of bait taken from publi 
waters. 

6. Recommending that special Fish Wardens be 
employed on a per diem basis for wages and ex 
penses in the same manner in which Deputy Game 
Protectors are employed. 

7. Requesting the Commission to refrain from ap 
pointing as special Fish Warden anyone who the 
Commission feels will attempt to use his commission 
as a means of obtaining information for the purpose 
of enforcing the trespass laws, and recommending 
that any such commissions already issued be revoked 
if they are being misused. 

8. Authorizing the Commission to expend moneys 
from the Fish Fund to enforce the pure stream laws 
and requesting the Legislative Committee of the Fed 
eration to introduce appropriate legislation to acco! 
plish this purpose. 

9. Recommending enforcement and penalties fo! 
violation of the frog laws. 

10. Reaffirming a recommendation of the Lehigh 
County Federation for an increase of 50c in the 
fishing license, such increase to be earmarked [0 
the acquisition, development and maintenance 0 
public fishing waters 

11. Recommending the Commission restrict the com- 
mercial sale of all Pennsylvania fish with the exceP 
tion of those food fish taken in Lake Erie which 
come under the present commercial regulation an¢ 
products of commercial hatcheries 
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12. Recommending that Spring Creek be left open, 
nd that fishing be permitted until dark during the 
yeriod that May-flies are hatching 
13. Requesting the Fish and Game Commissions to 
rge the Department of Revenue to have fishing and 
hunting licenses delivered to all agents 10 days before 
the present license expires. 

14. Complimenting the Governor for appointing cer- 
tain members of the Fish Commission and reaffirm- 
ae the request that such appointments be confirmed 
y the Senate. 


Game Resolutions 


1. Recommending that the hunting season dates be 
fxed and announced by the Commission prior to May 
1, bag limits and other regulations later, so that work- 
ers may arrange for proper vacation dates. 

Recommending that the season on woodchucks 
be continued as in 1941. 

3. Requesting that Berks, Lebanon, Chester, Lan- 
caster, York and Dauphin Counties be closed to rac- 
coon trapping during 1942. 

4. Requesting the Secretary of the Budget and 
others concerned to grant the 1941 increments for 
field officers of the Game Commission and urging that 
the various member organizations file similar requests; 
also directing the President to appoint a committee 
consisting of one representative from each Federation 
Division to check into this matter to ascertain why 
these increments have not been paid. 

5. Directing that the action of the Federation with 
reference to increments be brought to the attention 
of the Executive Director of the Commission. 

6. Endorsing the purchase of State Game Lands 
in Dauphin and Lebanon Counties. 


7. Suggesting that the Commission change the word 
‘“Jease’’ as used in the Cooperative Farm-Game Pro- 
ject agreements to ‘‘permit’’. 

8. Requesting the Commission to pay the express 
charges on six-week old pheasants and quail shipped 
to sportsmen’s organizations. 

9. That the Commission refrain from allowing its 
officers to help representatives of the Audubon Society 
n making investigations. 

10. Requesting that the Predator Control Committee 
expedite and complete its work. 

11. Recommending that the Commission continue 
its present wild turkey program. 

12. Opposing the Special Dog Training Area Law 
which was added by the 1941 Legislature and request- 
ing its repeal. 

13. Recommending that Section 805 of the Game 
Law be amended to make it mandatory to revoke the 
license of anyone found hunting while intoxicated or 
under the influence of drugs, and requesting the Game 
Commission to supply medical assistance to accom- 
pany its field officers for the first day of the hunting 
season to examine hunters who are believed to be 
under such influence 

14. Recommending a season on minks and muskrats 
from November 15 to December 31 inclusive. 

15. Requesting that the special fox law in Delaware 
and Chester Counties be repealed by the Legislature. 

16. Recommending a_ special season for varying 
hares of two weeks after the close of the deer 
season 

17. Recommending that an amendment to the law 

duck shooting be added to allow hunting from 
daylight 

18. Recommending an amendment to the law by the 
special session of the Legislature on shooting hours 
to correct the condition created by the new Federal 
War Time so that the Commission will have power 

change the shooting hours to meet temporary con 
ditions, 

19. Requesting that the Commission expand its 
light resistant chestnut seeding production program 

20. Recommending that there be no antlerless deer 
season in 1942 

21. Recommending that otters be protected during 
1942 






Recommending that the present law (removal 
tection) on skunks be continued for two more 
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23. Recommending that the Game Commission ap 


point a Game Protector for the vacant district in 
upper York County 

24. Recommending to the Legislature that the sale 
of the hides of deer lawfully killed during the regular 
hunting season be legalized. 

25. Requesting that all pending changes in the 
fame and fish laws be brought to the attention of 
the sportsmen immediately and widely publicized, to 
gether with an interpretation giving the effect of the 
Proposed changes. 

26. Opposing the leasing of mineral rights on State 
iame Lands wherever pollution might result there 








27. Opposing the elimination of State Game Refuge 
No, 505 in Westmoreland County, and objecting to the 
encroachment of the recreational area in that locality, 

28. Recommending that hunting and fishing licenses 
be delivered to agents at least ten days before the 
old license year expires. 

29. Requesting the Revenue Department to insert 
With each driver’s license a slip urging automobile 
drivers to avoid killing wildlife, said slip to contain 
additional information relative to the cost of the 
Wildlife so destroyed annually. 
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Other Resolutions 


1. Requesting the Department of Forests and Waters 
to plant more trees along streams. 


2. Recommending that a dog law enforcement officer 
be appointed in each County. 


3. Recommending the rigid enforcement of the 
statutes on pollution control within the State by the 
Sanitary Water Board. 


4. Recommending that pollution on the Frankstown 
branch of the Juniata and the little Juniata Rivers 
caused by the West Virginia Pulp and Paper Com- 
pany be stopped. 


5. Recommending that the dog license fee be re- 
duced to 50c for male and $1.00 for female animals. 


6. Opposing any combination or consolidation of 
the Game Commission and the Fish Commission, and 
requesting the Governor to remove from office any 
Member of either Commission, or any employee of 
either Commission, who may promote such consolida- 
tion. 


7. Resolved that any employee or warden of the 
Fish or Game Commission who wilfully violates the 
game or fish laws of this or any other state, or the 
Federal Government, and is convicted of such viola- 
tion shall immediately be dismissed from any con- 
nection whatsoever with either Commission. 


Convention Speakers 

Speakers at the Convention included J.L. 
Neiger, member of the Fish Commission, who 
spoke of the work of that Department; Robert 
Lamberton, member of the Game Commis- 
sion, who delivered a report prepared by thie 
President, Ross L. Leffler, from that Depart- 
ment’s activities; J. R. Hoffert, Secretary, 
Sanitary Water Board, who spoke on “Func- 
tions of the Santiary Water Board”; G. Albert 
Stewart, Secretary of the Department of 
Forests and Waters, who talked about the 
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“Future Cutting Program of the Department”; 
and Charles A. French, Commissioner of 
Fisheries, who also gave the sportsmen a 
very interesting talk on the activities of the 
Fish Commission; Dr. Logan J. Bennett, 
Leader, Pennsylvania Cooperative Wildlife 
Research Unit, likewise gave a splendid ad- 
dress on “Woodcock Survey and Experiment 
Game Management.” 


Election of Officers 

The conference reaffirmed its confidence in 
the ability of its President, M. C. Merritts, by 
reelecting him to that office. Dr. Darlington 
R. Kulp, who was second Vice-President dur- 
ing 1941, was elevated to the first Vice- 
Presidency, succeeding Archie Hanes who, 
although nominated from the floor, grace- 
fully withdrew in favor of Dr. Kulp. Colin 
Reed, Chairman of the Southwestern Division, 
long a prominent figure in Pennsylvania 
sportsmen’s affairs, was elected second Vice- 
President, and upon that efficient and tire- 
less worker Dr. C. A. Mortimer was again 
bestowed the job of Secretary-Treasurer. 
Taking it by and large, the entire conference 
was a success, and M. L. Banker, Chairman 
of the Planning Committee, is entitled to a 
vote of appreciation for arranging an inter- 
esting program, to say nothing of a special 
evening of entertainment. 


























‘“*Let's pick it up dear—I believe the little darling is lost."* 
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PLANT A GAME FOOD PLOT 





Evergreens can be planted as wind breaks, hedges, 
Christmas trees, etc. 


ferent sizes of the seed used in the mixture, 
sowing should be done by hand; a drill will 
not distribute the various ingredients equally. 

Each year the Commission contacts a num- 
ber of reputable seed companies who bid on 
the mixture. The low bidder this year was 
the Seaboard Seed Company, 701 South Front 
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They have 
contracted to send the seed post paid to any 
location in Pennsylvania for seven cents per 
pound. Please send payment to this Com- 
pany with your order. Interested persons 
should not delay, but should order their seed 
now, and resolve to do their part in seeing 
that wildlife has sufficient food and cover 
during the coming fall and winter. 

Another way in which the cause of wildlife 
can be helped is by planting tree or shrub 
seedlings this spring. These will furnish 
much needed food and cover, and many of 
them will eventually grow into trees which 
can be utilized commercially. One of the 
best and cheapest sources of supply for such 
seedlings is the State Department of Forests 
and Waters, Harrisburg. The charge for forest 
tree seedlings is two dollars per thousand 
and five dollars per thousand for transplants. 
The purchaser is also required to pay the 
express charges on the trees. 

In accordance with the law governing the 
sale of trees from State Forest nurseries, 


the purchaser agrees to plant the trees for 
watershed protection or for wood products. 
Trees so obtained cannot be planted for 
Christmas Trees, windbreaks, hedges, table 
trees, potted trees or for shade or ornamental 
use. Purchasers further agree to protect the 
planted area as far as possible from fire, 
grazing, trespass and other damage. 


The majority of seedlings raised by this 
Department are conifers or evergreens. These 
include white, red, pitch, Scotch and Banks 
pine, Norway and white spruce, and Amer- 
ican larch. A limited number of deciduous 
trees are raised such as black locust, black 
walnut, and occasionally some oak, white ash 
and sugar maple. Inasmuch as some species 
are limited as to number available, it is wise 
to enter orders early. Planting instructions 
are supplied free of charge with the trees. 
Interested parties, desiring further informa- 
tion, should communicate directly with the 
Department of Forests and Waters, Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

Game food producing seedlings can be se- 
cured from many commercial nurseries. The 
price of these varies, but it is somewhat 
higher than the cost of forest tree seedlings 
secured from the Department of Forests and 
Waters. Species desirable for planting for 
game food purposes are American beech, oak, 
hazelnut, walnut, hickory, chestnut, hack- 
berry, sassafras, crabapple, apple, persimmon, 
black gum, cherry, mulberry, pawpaw, moun- 
tain ash, Juneberry, dogwood, holly, elder, 
chokeberry, hawthorn, rose, witch hazel, 
spicebush, hercules club, Virburnum, Virginia 
creeper, sumac, bittersweet, honeysuckle, 
grape, greenbrier, raspberry, blackberry, 
strawberry, huckleberry, blueberry, poke- 
berry, teaberry, Japanese barberry, and osage 
orange. There are, of course, many others, 
but these are the more important ones. 


Many of these plants are growing wild in 
fields which farmers may wish to cultivate. 
Interested individuals can generally obtain 
permission to remove such trees free. These 
shrubs and trees can be transferred to other 
locations where they will be of the most 
benefit to wildlife. They should be planted, 
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strip sown to Pennsylvania 


Food Plot 
Mixture. 


preferably in clumps, at places where the 
landowner indicates that they will not inter. 
fere with his normal operations. Food and 
cover plantings should always be made in 
such manner that both are present in suf. 
ficient quantities. After all, game cannot live 
on an area without adequate food, and re. 
fuses to remain long in places where there 
is insufficient cover. 

Many other valuable suggestions for those 
interested in improving food and cover con- 
ditions for wildlife are contained in Bulletin 
No. 11, “More Food For Upland Game” and 
Bulletin No. 16, “Wildlife in the Farm Pro- 
gram”. Both of these bulletins may be had 
free of charge by writing to the Division of 
Game Land Management, Pennsylvania Game 
Commission, Harrisburg, Pa. 

It may be of interest to many readers to 
know that the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration plans to continue payment of 
benefits to those who take part in their soil 
conserving and soil building program. The 
practices for which payment is made includes 
the planting of both forest and game food 
producing trees and shrubs. Benefits for the 
planting of forest trees or seedlings are paid 
for at the rate of $7.50 per acre. Another 
practice pays $7.50 per 1,500 protective shrubs, 
but not more than $7.50 per acre. These 

(Continued on Page 30) 














Photo by W. L. R. Drake 
Martin L. Deremer left, and friend with gray foxes 


trapped in Bedford County. The animals were not 
taught in sections where foxes are hunted with 
recognized packs. 





One of many feeding shelters erected by students of 


the Everett Public Schools. Supervising Principal 
T. G. Will said, ‘‘We have had quite a nice response 
from the students in this project.’’ 
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Officials of the Merrittstown Chapter of the Fayette 

County Fish and Game Association feeding game 

near Renova, Clinton County. Left to right, Wil 
liam E. Moody, Nevin Fry and Dale 8S. Stahl. 
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FOX HUNTING IN 


event. A fox that had been found by hounds 
on some previous day and run to earth had 
been dug out, and was released for the hunt, 
being given a certain length of time before 
hounds were put on the line. While occas- 
jonal “drop hunts” may still occur, the great 
majority of foxhunters today prefer to “draw” 
the country with the pack until a fox is 
found. This sometimes entails working up to 
the fox on the cold line travelled by him 
during the night or early morning hours. 
Such a find gives lovers of hound work an 
opportunity to watch the hounds as they puz- 
zle out the intricacies of the line and to listen 
to the voices of the hounds from the first 
uncertain whimper to the authoritative notes 
of certainty swelling into a triumphant crash- 
ing chorus as a hotter scent tells the pack 
that a fox is indeed afoot, and not so far 
ahead at that. 


A fox when found may stay above ground 
for several hours on those frequent days 
when scenting conditions are unfavorable and 
he well knows that he has no great cause of 
worry from the pack. On other days, how- 
ever, when the scenting conditions are such 
that hounds can really run, he does not dally, 
but takes “leg-bail for security”, and usually 
makes for some friendly earth after a run of 
some twenty to forty minutes. 


One not well acquainted with foxhunting 
may wonder why so many hounds are used 
in the pursuit of a single fox, and perhaps 
feel inclined to criticise the sport on the 
ground that this is unfair to the quarry, and 
savors of mobbing. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. There are several reasons 
why a fairly large pack of hounds is desir- 
able. First, in “drawing” open fields and es- 
pecially in “drawing” large woodlands, it is 
obvious that a pack of hounds covering a 
fairly wide front is more likely to find a fox 
than would be the case if only a few hounds 
were used. Secondly, a pack of hounds run- 
ning well together gives the “field” a definite 
objective to which to ride, and third and per- 
haps most important the volume of “music” 
given forth by a good pack is to many the 
chief attraction of the sport and in addition 
is of the greatest value to the “field” in keep- 
ing contact with the pack, particularly in 
wooded or rolling country where hounds fre- 
quently are out of sight. 


This cry of the pack, as a matter of fact, 
is an advantage to the fox. All huntsmen 
know that an experienced fox governs his 
pace according to the nearness and quality 
of the cry of the pack; he does not seek to 
outdistance it entirely, but realizes that his 
safety is greater if he knows just where 
hounds are, and this he determines by ear. 


I believe most huntsmen will agree that, if 
they were to go out for the sole purpose of 
killing a fox, they would take only a very 
few hounds, and would prefer to be accom- 
panied only by one or two active whippers-in 
a a large “field” of horsemen, more often 
than not, works to the advantage of the fox 
father than the reverse. Only too often the 
“field” in their eagerness will by overriding 
Cause the pack to overrun the line, or some 
horsemen may cross the line of the fox, thus 
destroying the scent or turn a fox back into 
cover, or halloo the pack on to the line of a 
fresh fox. 
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After all, a single hound can kill a fox if 
he can catch him. This, however, would in- 
volve something of a fight, whereas the death 
of a fox that may be caught by a pack is 
instantaneous. 


A pack of hounds is really a primitive 
“weapon” against which to pit the speed and 
cunning of a fox, and may rather be com- 
pared to hunting game with bow and arrow 
as compared with a rifle or a shotgun. 


Those of us who are gunners may fancy 
that we are hunting alone, and that the game, 
be it deer, pheasant or rabbit, has only to 
contend with us; but we are not alone, for 
behind us though unseen stand all of the 
skilled machinists, chemists and designers 
who have created the modern firearms which 
we carry and the shell that we slip into its 
breech. 


Foxhunting is a sport that may be enjoyed 
alike by young and old, rich and poor. An 
old man on a young horse may well see as 
much of the day’s sport as his younger com- 
panions, while a farmer lad mounted on an 
elderly mule has, by reason of the knowledge 
of the country possessed jointly by rider and 
mount, been known to stay closer to hounds 
in a twisting run than have many of his 
fellow sportsmen mounted on top-notch thor- 
oughbred hunters. 


The sport, too, has a large number of 
devotees who may never attempt to follow 
the hounds either afoot or on horseback, but 
who get no small measure of enjoyment in 
hearing the cry of hounds as the pack passes 
near their homes or field of work. They enjoy 
seeing the pack, watching the horsemen and 


horsewomen crossing the country, and per- 
haps get a gimpse of the fox himself as he 
slips from one cover to another. 


Through foxhunting many of its exponents 
acquire no little skill in the art of orienting 
themselves to a country, which, combined 
with the degree of horsemanship that this 
sport imparts and the knowledge of where 
it is possible for a horse and rider to go, con- 
stitutes an excellent preparation for service 
in the cavalry. Indeed, at the present time, 
there are a considerable number of young 
men in that branch of the service at Indian- 
town Gap whose experience in the hunting 
field has been of no small value to them in 
their present profession. When they get leave 
of absence during the foxhunting season their 
first thought is a day with the hounds, and a 
goodly number of service men are frequently 
to be seen among the “field” with many packs 
in Chester County and elsewhere. 


This brings to mind the experience of an 
Englishman who until recently acted as 
huntsman of a pack of foxhounds in Chester 
County. Before coming to America, he had 
served several seasons as whipper-in to a well 
known pack in England. During the first 
World War he served as sergeant in a regi- 
ment of horse artillery which formed part 
of the forces of General Allenby in the cam- 
paign against the Turks in Palestine. Most 
of the men in his battalion had been recruit- 
ed in the cities, and it was found difficult to 
select men able to act as mounted scouts, 
able to go forward, locate a battery position, 
return and guide the battery back to it. The 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Future Problems Confronting the Sportsmen 
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Photo by Robert Parlaman 


Splendid 8-point killed near Dawson, Fayette County, by the above smiling 17 year old nimrod 


on December 8, 


ishing succulent forage supply would sustain 
the remaining animals in good thrifty con- 
dition, also leave desirable cover on the forest 
floor for small game. Another important ob- 
jective was to relieve widespread complaints 
of damage to farms and orchards. 


The thinning operations which the Com- 
mission started on a statewide scale fourteen 
years ago have not only attained the Com- 
mission’s original objectives, but the remain- 
ing animals have been driven back into the 
forests where they belong. Complaints of 
farm damage and demands for deer-proof 
fence have been reduced to negligible items. 
And the dangerous and unsportsmanlike 
practice of cruising along the highways 
(sometimes with loaded guns contrary to 
law) to bag deer has also been greatly cur- 
tailed, because the “cruisers” were seldom 
rewarded this past season. 


Last year deer were again hunted mostly 
in the good old-fashioned way. During the 
period when deer could be bagged almost 
as easily as rabbits, a condition which was 


1941. 


decidedly unhealthy and could not possibly 
last indefinitely, the “art of deer hunting” 
was on the verge of disappearing. 

It is true that in some sections too many 
deer were killed in previous seasons, but in 
many localities the absence of deer was due 
largely to the fact that they drifted out of 
poor feeding grounds in search of more favor- 
able range. Many of Pennsylvania’s deer 
actually drifted clear out of the State, and 
the neighboring sportsmen have enjoyed 
much better hunting—on Pennsylvania's deer. 
In other sections, especially where lumbering 
operations had been underway during the 
past decade, deer were reported in sufficient 
numbers to afford satisfactory sport for those 
who were willing to earn their trophies. 


The Commission feels that the present deer 
situation is wholesome. It believes that the 
herd will again rapidly increase, and that 
future control steps will from time to time 
be necessary. In the meantime, however, 
Pennsylvania’s remaining deer herd is in 
much better shape; conditions for ruffed 
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Continued from Page }9 


grouse, wild turkeys, snowshoe rabbits an 
cottontails are more favorable; and farme;; 
generally are not being annoyed by damage 

The Game Commission feels that the objec. 
tives which its predecessors in office start; 
out to achieve back in 1927 have been attain. 
ed, and that under all the conditions whic) 
prevailed the kill during the 1941 season wa; 
in our opinion quite satisfactory—and 4]! 
that any fair-minded sportsman should ex. 
pect. 


In connection with the establishment o; 
seasons and various other major problem: 
that arise, the Game Commission, in keeping 
with its sworn responsibilities, makes its own 
decisions, but before doing so it obtains in. 
formation and advice from every possible 
source. For example, when the seasons for 
1940 were being discussed, the Commission 
first obtained detailed information from all 
of its field officers concerning conditions in 
each district, which was supplied without 
bias of any kind; this information in turn was 
assembled and laid in full before the Com. 
mission and its staff, then discussed at length 
A summation of the tentative conclusions was 
submitted confidentially to the Directors of 
the Federaton for study, who later sat in 
with us for a conference. Federation repre- 
sentatives of three of the four divisions 
which have the lion’s share of the deer hunt- 
ing in the Commonwealth asked for exactly 
the kind of a deer season the Commission 
later decided to declare, so that you will 
observe we do consult with the organized 
sportsmen, and that we fairly consider their 
views always. 


The Commission decides its course of action 
in all matters as its joint judgment dictates 
and the recent deer seasons were not a mis- 
take, as the future will clearly prove. 


Again I want to repeat what I said to the 
Directors of this Federation.at the Conference 
on October 12. We of the Commisson appre- 
ciate fair, constructive criticism, but it would 
be much more sportsmanlike, and certainly 
would help the Commission and you sports- 
men mightily, if those who have axes to 
grind would go elsewhere to do it. 


Gentlemen of the Convention, these are 
some of the problems which confront all of 
us. I would be remiss in my duty if I did 
not frankly bring them to your attention. 
Thank you. 








HARRISBURG BOY SCOUT RECEIVES 
COVETED AWARD 


(Continued from Page 15) 


He also acquired and maintained a three- 
acre wildlife sanctuary on a local farm, spon- 
sored a city “Make Public Wildlife Conscious 
Program”, including a display of wildlife pos- 
ters in 200 Harrisburg stores, and supervised 
the erection of hand-built feeding stations 
(50) and birdhouses (50) in Bellevue, Wild- 
wood and Reservoir Parks. 

He submitted his application for the Horna- 
day Award two years ago. Hearing nothing 
about it for 14 months he nonetheless kept 
working undaunted or-undiscouraged. Later 
he submitted added “evidence”, which cul- 
minated in his success. 


Others to whom the Honorary Medal was 
previously awarded are: Henry J. Hall, Car- 
bondale, Pa.; A. E. Roberts, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Harold K. Whitford, New York City; and 
Hollis Two, Rockton, Illinois. 





FOX HUNTING IN CHESTER COUNTY 
(Continued from Page 23) 

former whipper-in, however, was able to 

carry out such missions with little difficulty, 

and earned his chevrons through repeated 

action of this kind. 

One day a visitor to the Kennels in Chester 
County where the sergeant was serving as 
Huntsman asked him to describe his most 
stirring experience in the Palestine campaign. 
He replied without hesitation: “Why one day 


I was doing a bit of scouting among the 
sand dunes of the desert between our lines 
and the Turkish position when, all of a sud- 
den, the most beautiful red fox you ever saw 
jumped up right in front of me!’ 





“Some of the junior sportsmen of Water- 
ford, ranging in age from 11 to 16, asked me 
to help them form a Wildlife Club. They hold 
meetings every two weeks at my home and 
are very interested in doing some good for 
the cause of conservation. To date we have 
12 members. The boys are now trapping the 
surplus rabbits in the Borough of Waterford. 
President is Russel Skiff, Ivan Owens is 
Treasurer, Secretary, Sheridan Owens.”"— 
Game Protector Fuller H. Coffin, Erie County. 
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silence, ‘‘What happened,’’ someone asked 


‘did they fall in a well?”’ 


Then 


I heard Pete say something over in the 
brush about what a swell? place this was to 
be in when you wanted to make time. The 
Reverend right in front of me lost his hat 
on a thorn bush, and I had gotten my lead 
chain tangled on the same shrub. Then some- 
body yells “Whoa! hold up! they’re coming 
back.” We all stood still and listened. Sure 
enough, they were coming back down off the 
slope into the bottom again, still driving hard. 
Then silence. “What happened”, someone 
asked “did they fall in a well?” 


“Wait a minute” I told them, “Just wait a 
minute.” You could have heard a toothpick 
drop in that silence. The breeze had fallen, 
and the sky was clouded over, with just a 
faint trace of that big harvest moon showing 
through now and then. There it is, listen! 
Wah Wah! Wah!—Wah! Wah! Wah! the tree 
bark from the old master, then “Wooooooh! 
Black Ace, talking up like a veteran, at two 
years of age. 

We headed in the direction of that sym- 
phony, and Doc says “That ’coon must have 
flew over here. He sure didn’t go through 
this like us.” Boy was it thick. 

Well, we must have been twenty minutes 
getting through that jungle to where those 
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AUTUMN MAGIC 


(Continued from Page 10) 


* 


hounds were treeing. There they were, tuning 
up a big willow at the edge of the thicket. 

We could see his eyes shining as soon as 
our lights hit the tree, and as we drew nearer 
he began to get uneasy. I told Pete, who 
was carrying the old single barrel to let him 
have one before he jumped, because the dogs 
might him and we had had about all 
of that kind of going we wanted for one night. 
So he let go with the number twelve, and 
down he came, like a ton of bricks, but still 
with plenty of fight inside his furry hide. 
Those hounds jumped in, and I thought sure 
Ace would lose one of those ears I had 
threatened to cut off, but Old Bill soon got 
his throat hold, and the old ‘coon stretched 
out, giving up the ghost to that pair of eager 
pursuers. 


miss 


We decided we had had a good chase, and 
about enough for one night so would head 
back towards the cars, which were now some 
distance. Well, as I said once before, the 
jungles of Africa. “Where are we?” someone 





Boy, was it thick! 








Looking south toward Bald Eagle Range and Muncy from fire tower near Game Refuge No. 8. 





So he let go with a load of .12. 


wants to know. “Oh, we're not lost’, some- 
one else comes back.” “I know where we 
are, we’re in Pennsylvania.” Some wanted 
to go this way, and some that. I had tried 
to keep a little direction in mind, but I wasn’t 
too sure of myself either, but said we would 
cross those fields and we should hit the bot- 
tom road. Well I think that field was the 
biggest field in the U. S. A., but we did hit 
the road, and what do you know, a whole lot 
nearer the cars than we had expected. Some- 
one back along the line said “This ’coon 
weighs a ton”, but he really wasn’t awfully 
big. Funny how heavy they get when you 
carry one a ways. He sure knew how to go 
in high gear though, and never stopped for 
stop signs or traffic lights. 


So ended one of our ’coon hunts this Fall 
without any too serious damages to our char- 
acter, and I think everyone enjoyed trailing 
those hounds even though the going 
tough. At any rate I’ve had ministers ’coon 
hunting with me since that night. 


was 


What gets under the skin of a true Amer- 
ican hunter, makes his pulse beat quicker 
than the distant baying of hounds on a still 
autumn night? I call it Autumn Magic. If 
you like this little yarn, will try reminising 
again sometime 


STATUS OF THE LAND PURCHASE 
PROGRAM 


(Continued from Page 11) 


A very pertinent factor which should never 
be overlooked is that the purchase of land 
represents an investment—an interest bear- 
ing, revenue producing investment, not only 
for hunting purposes, now and for all time to 
come, but also for the production of a timber 
crop in the future and to protect watersheds 
By far the largest proportion of State Game 
Land acreage is forest land of various 
classes, and if protected from devastating 
forest fires timber of merchantable size will 
soon be produced on most of the acreage. It 
is safe to predict that all of the funds ex- 
pendea to purchase game lands will be re- 
turned to the Game Fund in a comparatively 
few decades by the sales of timber and wood 
products 


age 
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MORAL OF 


F you must eat fungi, be sure you are right 

and then look again 
In this latter case we have a dainty morsel, 
seasonably in good taste. There is little chance 
of confusing it with any of the non-edible 
kinds which will have their revenge if you 
eat them. You will not need a book of rules 
in one hand and a magnifying glass in the 
other when looking for morels. Once you see 
one you will always remember its homely 
countenance. Dame Nature at times seems to 
have her funny moods. That is why a morel 
looks like a sponge sitting up on a spool. If 
you don’t believe it, cast your eye on this por- 
trait of one in its prime. 


unless it is a morel. 


The hollow stem or stalk supports a head 
whose whole surface is pitted and honey- 
combed, while communicating lines and 
ridges form an interlacing network that adds 
to its curious surface aspect. This striking 
distinctive of the morel. The 
general color of the head or cap is at first 
grayish tan to buff yellowish or ochre. More 
elderly plants assume darker shades as they 
The stem is whitish tinged with 


appearance is 


begin to dry 
yellows 
There are several species or more of morels 
But each other is so 
striking uninitiated would consider 


their resemblance to 
that 


them as twins. 


the 
Only those persons who spe- 
with magnifying glass, books and keys 
can distinguish them. It doesn’t matter, any- 
way. The consumer about 
which morel he is about to eat, but whether 


cialize 
is not concerned 


it is prepared to his taste. 


So place yourself out in the damp woods 
some day in May or June. Amuse yourself 
a stray afternoon which might otherwise be 


wholly lost, and gather a meal of morels, in 
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FFEHE more plants and animals a hunter or 
fisherman can recognize by their first 
name when he is in the field, the more his 
time is occupied and the less chance he has 
to think of the cares of the day. All make 
for a perfect day in the field and a satisfied 
If we have eyes that see, there is 
always an open season for our sense of sight. 
Lets leave the paved trail early in April 
and direct our steps across an open field: to 
ir right is a Meadowlark with his cheery 
al appropriate “S-P-R-I-N-G I-S 
H-E-R-E.” There on the edge of the clearing 
is a small tree practically covered with white 
flowers; this is the Shad Bush or Juneberry. 
But we continue across the field down the 
hollow, in the wood, which is watered by a 
spring fed little brook und thefe on the bank 


Set aaa 
portsman. 





ana song, 


we find a number of single oblong-lance- 
shaped leaves, mottled with green purple and 
white 


FAWN LILY 


To our left is a yellow flower resembling a 
miniature lilly. Upon closer examination we 
notice that the flower arises from the center 
of two of these spreckled leaves. A common 
name frequently given to this flower is the 
Dog Tooth Violet, but neither tooth nor violet 
seem sufficient for this harbinger of spring. 
Another common name is the Trout Lily; this 
one is more appropriate for the leaf resembles 
the spreckled trout and usually grows on the 
banks where these finny beauties are found. 

Fawn lily is probably the most satisfactory, 
for the fawn is also mottled and because the 
two leaves stand up with the alert startled 
As we examine the 
area where this plant is growing we find that 


look of a fawn’s ears. 
there are many single leaves with no flowers. 
This is true because when the seed develops 
into the new plant only one leaf appears and 
after the second year the bulb will divide 
and form another bulb, both of which still 
bear a single leaf. It is only after the third 
or fourth year when two leaves develop and 
from the center of which appears a welcome 
spring neighbor. 
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THE MOREL 
By A. B. CHAMPLAIN’ 


Editor's Note: This is the 1 series 
Nature-lore A. B. Cham. 
plain, State Entomologist, has generously off er- 


first of 


which 


ed to contribute m 


for the 


nthly, Most of his material 


future will deal with insect-life, hi 


we 


* 


addition to some good exercise and recrea- 
tion. This palatable and nutritious food is 
left to 
grew. It is a natural food product that com. 


bines a vegetable 


too often pass unnoticed where it 


and meat diet, for our 
morel although composed largely of water, 
like all plants contains considerable _nitro- 
genous or protein material which is the stuff 
animal life is made of. 

The common morel has been tagged scien- 
tifically as Morchella esculenta. Quite a mouth- 
ful 


fit for human food. So go to it and try it out. 


Its last name implies it. Esculenta means 
You will be convinced after you gather well 


grown, sound, fresh specimens, and cook 
them after the many recipes in the volumes 
of cook books now extant. Turn to the chap- 
ter on the preparation of mushrooms and go 
ahead. You will be putting one over on the 
butcher and the gardener and thereafter, in 
May and June, you will most likely haunt 


the woods and valleys where they grow. 


« « By Robert B. Troxel 


Let us not destroy in a few minutes what 
it teok four years to build. The beauty of 
one flower in the woods is worth many 4 
wilted bouquet. 





Photo by Pa 


Dept. Agriculture 


Fawn Lily 
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THE CANINE CORNER 


Editor’s Note: Beginning with this issue we 
expect to run, through the courtesy of Evan C. 
Stineman, Deputy Game Protector of South 
Fork, a series of short articles on the care, 
handling, ete., of sporting dogs. Mr. Stinman, 
feeling for some time the GAME NEWS should 
have a veterinarian column devoted to such 
matters, discussed the matter with Game Pro- 
tector Elmer Thompson, and they both agreed 
that Dr. H. B. Prothero, veterinary surgeon, 
Johnstown, could be persuaded to do the 
column. Dr. Prothero agreed provided Mr. 
Stineman would prepare the matter for pub- 
lication. Incidentally, the Doctor administers 
a small animal hospital of his own, and in 
addition has been chief veterinary for all 
the animals at the Rolling Rock Sports- 
men’s Club for over 15 years, having followed 
in the footsteps of his father who held the 
same position previously. 

Sportsmen who are interested in knowing 
the whys and wherefores about dogs are en- 
couraged to submit their queries either to 
Mr. Stineman at South Fork or to the editor. 


“How do Doc: Meet my friend Joe Sports- 
man, Joe Sportsman meet Doc. Prothero. 
Working pretty late this evening! What’s the 
Well Ev, if some of you boys would 
take a bit of time conditioning your brvuod 
bitches before and after breeding we Vets 


| 
case: 


wouldn’t have to work at night so often. See 
that little hound bitch there in the second 
cage. She had five puppies the hard way. 
We were able to save two of them. The boy 
who owns her thought all he had to do was 
breed her and sit around for the prescribed 
sixty-three days and wait for her to deliver 
him a fine bunch of puppies. 


“You know boys there has been volumes 
written on the care of brood bitches but 
seems as though the average sportsman can’t 
get around to putting into practice a few es- 
sentials to insure normal healthy whelping. 
At the time of breeding, the bitch should be 
in condition—that means not too fat. There’s 
something to remember. Often when the fe- 
male is out of condition she will miss even 
though successfully mated. Two weeks later, 
she should be checked for worms. Either take 
the dog to your Vet. for examination or take 
a sample of the stool for an analysis. He can 
then prescribe the proper medicant to eradi- 
cate the particular kind of worms she may 
have. 


“Now for the most important part of the 
program, and that is exercise. Most of you 
boys breed your bitches so that the whelping 
doesn’t interfere with hunting seasons, field 
trials, etc. So what happens is that you lay 
her on the shelf so to speak just at the time 
she should be hardened up for the ordeal of 


PRACTICAL DOG FEEDING 


(Abstracted by Logan J. Bennett) 


Recently there was published a very valu- 
able and interesting bulletin on practical dog 
feeding. This report is “Practical Dog Feed- 
ing.” by C. J. Koehn, Associate Animal Nutri- 
tionist, Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Au- 
burn, Alabama. Over 500 dogs were used in 
the feeding experiments. 


Four home-mixed rations are recommend- 
ed. Auburn Ration 1 is especially recom- 
mended for brood bitches. Auburn Ration 2 
is recommended for growing pups and main- 
taining dogs under average conditions, Au- 
burn Ration 3 is especially recommended for 
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Wieand, left, Emlenton, his springer and 
Mr. Wieand is one of the new GAME 
contributors. Look for his ‘‘Nimrod’s 


Record’’ in a forthcoming issue. 


hard 
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working dogs. Auburn Ration 4 gave 
very good results. 

Composition of Auburn Ration I 
Yellow corn meal PS irae 35 lbs. 
Wheat bran CP ee 10 lbs. 
Wheat shorts bts. tak 20 lbs. 
MIE fo lo ere ye ihe a aa, 10 lbs. 
SS gs 2! |S Be ee tee eee 10 lbs. 


Skimmilk powder or dried buttermilk 10 lbs. 


Piifalfa teat meal <.<.. <0. 66. cawtsaes 2 lbs. 
Bone meal DR en Pa ey 2 lbs. 
Salt 1 lb. 
Composition of Auburn Ration II 
Yellow corn meal Raeretanea eae 58 lbs. 
Wheat shorts ...... Slacdan peace a 
eRe RMN had eigncic, ke ease sic iwieeine well aA 20 lbs. 
ee a ae ora eee 1 lb. 
EOIN REE Ss crac ene eeieviace sapere 1 lb. 


Composition of Auburn Ration III 


Yellow corm meal ........cccssees ; 
Wheat shorts ....... oer 


a re 29.0 lbs 
RE Nl ana haricdks «a t5 ato. avers eae 2.5 lbs 
mane .... Or ihicn baler cites ten Raytid SS sSe 1.0 lb. 
ce Ae oe ee 0.5 lb 
NIIIENED oy fons ote cdisewnuwake 1.0 lb 


Composition ef Auburn Ration IV 


Yellow corn meal .... jotecsuiaseinesy ee 
Wheat shorts ......... ens ... 20 Ibs. 
PG OR ooo oiie ks Wins SSeS coves 2OEDE 
Peanut meal aleve cea the deine oaks 12 lbs. 
Salt ; ae Paces ns 1 lb. 
Limestone 1 lb. 
Sardine oil 1 lb. 


By EVAN C. STINEMAN 





Hicks, Sayre, Pa. 


Cocker Spaniel owned by V. A. 


whelping. Your veterinarian can worm the 
bitch for you and prescribe a feeding pro- 
gram but he can’t very well exercise her for 
you. Well boys, if you'll excuse me I'll have 
to be getting back to work. 

“So long Doc. Joe Sportsman and I will drop 
around again next month. That exercise busi- 
ness is something I’m not going to forget the 
next time I breed a female—Bye.” 


By C. J. KOEHN 


The cost of the rations per 100 pounds at 
the time of publishing the bulletin and on 
southern markets was as follows: Auburn 


Ration 1, $2.52; Auburn Ration 2, $2.72; Au- 
burn Ration 3, $2.20; and Auburn Ration 4, 
$2.45. 


It is usually necessary to purchase the in- 
gredients for the rations in 100-pound lots. 
However, many feed companies will make up 
the rations in 100-pound mixes and charge 
only a small fee for the mixing. In the North 
the rations containing peanut meal would 
probably be difficult to have made up be- 
cause dealers do not regularly carry peanut 
meal in stock. The ingredients of the ration 
should be placed in a pile on a clean floor 
or container and thoroughly mixed. It is 
recommended that 50 to 100 pounds be mixed 
at one time. The ration should be stored in 
closed containers in a cool, dry place. 


It is recommended that all rations be cook- 
ed before feeding. The ration should be 
mixed with water to form a thick paste and 
baked in loaf tins in an oven for an hour at 
400°F. or for an hour and a half at 350°F. 
The ration may also be cooked in a kettle over 
a flame. The mixture should be stirred until 
the boiling point is reached, after which heat- 
ing should be continued for one minute, with 
constant stirring. If no means for cooking 
are available the food can be moistened and 
fed raw. Most dogs will do as well on the 
raw as on the cooked food. 


The bulletin can be obtained free or for a 


few cents. If you are concerned with dog 
feeding expenses, it will pay you to write 
for it. 
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KEYSTONE SPORTSMEN MEET 


e Good fellowship and good conservation con- 
4 stituted the keynote of the Third Annual 
Banquet of the Keystone Sportsmen’s Asso- 
ciation at Harrisburg, on February 18. Ap. 
proximately 200 Keystoners, their wives, 
families and sweethearts turned out for the 
gala occasion—the highlight of which marked 
the forced retirement of its genial president, 
Lee M. Hayes, to take up more arduous duties 
for Uncle Sam. Coincidentally, Major J. N, 
Homan, Public Relations, Induction Center, 
New Cumberland, was a guest of honor, and 
Mr. Hayes had an excellent opportunity to dis- 
cuss his “new Work” with the prospective 
chief. In recognition of his faithful service 
to the organization over a period of years, 
President Hayes was tendered a certificate 
of appreciation. He served the organization 
two years as secretary and two years as 
president 





be ME x 


The principal address of the evening was 
given by Carl Shoemaker, Director, National 
Wildlife Federation, Washington, D. C. A 
pioneer conservationist and one thoroughly 
familiar with the game and fish problems 
of practically every State in the Union he 
was able to discuss these and many Federal 
wildlife problems. He paid a splendid tribute 
to Pennsylvania, especially the State’s en- 
viable reputation in having eliminated poli- 
Above honored guests of the Third Annual Banquet of the Keystone Sportsmen's Association, tics in the administration of game and fish. 
Harrisburg, James C. Wise, Secretary; Homer Kreider, Attorney-at-Law, Toastmaster; Carl The banquet also served as a reunion for 
Shoemaker, Director, National Wildlife Federation, guest speaker; Lee Hayes, Retiring Secre- 
tary and Alexander David, Chairman of the Banquet Committee. Below, the certificate of award 





the association’s former president, Allen Bar- 
rett, with the old gang. Mr. Barrett, now en- 
gaged in public relations work with the Fish 
Commission, gave a splendid talk on the 
relationship of fathers and sons, emphasizing 
quite naturally the sport of fishing as a media 
of binding the two more closely together. 
Other guests introduced were Alexander 
David, Chairman of the Banquet Committee, 
Thomas D. Caldwell, Esq., the Association’s 
attorney; Leo A. Luttringer, Jr., Game Com- 
mission, and Rev. E. V. Sunanday, who de- 
livered the invocation. 


presented to Mr. Hayes in recognition of his faithful service to the organization. 


The job of introducing the guest speakers 
and seeing to it that the meeting in general 
went over with a bang fell to the lot of 
Homer L. Kreider who, with his genial and 
ready wit, performed an admiral job as toast- 
master. 
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Gold medals were awarded to those mem- 
bers who caught the largest fish of various 
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fat: species as follows: Richard E. Bock, Camp 
Me ee | Hill, brook trout, 16 inches; H. C. Trimble, 
PRESENTED BY ; ; Issa Camp Hill, rainbow trout, 234 inches; James 
The Keystone Sportsmens Association Incorporated LP T. Karnitz, Meyerstown, brown trout, 25% 
HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVANIA } fale inches; E. Loyd King, Harrisburg, smallmouth 
f eS bass, 2134 inches; E. B. Benner, New Cum- 
7 gat a uae f 4 ase, berland, wall-eyed pike, 2834 inches; John 
sil . > ; : aK Marasco, Dauphin, pickerel, 24 inches; Richard 
or ¢ tdrvary f 


H. Steigleman, Camp Hill, 834 inches; and 
Walter Heck, Harrisburg, large mouth bass, 
18 inches. 
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WITH THE CLUBS 


SAYRE GROUP ACTIVE 
(Say’re with Food) 


The boys from Sayre not only rolled up 
one of the largest turnouts in the state, at 
their annual banquet—811 strong—but outdid 
the epicurean abilities of that little town to 
the tune of the following: 

Twenty-seven gallons tomatoe juice; 245 
pounds roast beef (no bones); 360 pounds 
potatoes; 10 gallons gravy; 100 quarts peas 
and carrots; 24 quarts sweet pickles; 38 quarts 
coffee; 48 quarts coffee cream; 35 pounds but- 
ter; 250 pounds spiced apples; 85 pounds 
baked lima beans; 30 pounds bacon; 75 pounds 
cottage cheese, 1500 rolls; 2500 slices brown 
bread; 1200 cakes; 30 gallons ice cream and 
2 crates celery. 

The club has consistently had a roll call of 
from 750 to 800 every year—a record in any 
club’s history, and they’re not on hand just 
for the eats or the entertainment either. 
Thye’re an up and going conservation-minded 
association with a lot of good irons in the fire 
and a lot of public spirit behind them. 


The Mohnton Fish and Game Protective 
Association organized in February 1934, now 
boasts of a membership of 375 a good assem- 
bly for a relatively small community. Last 
year it was unusually active, having estab- 
lished two game refuges of 27 and 60 acres 
respectively. By cooperating with landowners 
and distributing safety zone posters the mem- 
bers succeeded in having 6000 acres of land 
previously posted thrown open to public 
hunting. A large supply of game was re- 
leased including 546 rabbits, 26 quail, and 148 
ringneck pheasants. The members of the 
Game Committee obtained receipts from land- 
owners and tenants whereon the game was 
released agreeing that those properties would 
remain open to public shooting. During the 
past winter the association has been carry- 
ing on an energetic feeding campaign. 


Incomplete figures in 1941 Maine hunting 
and fishing license sales show that these sales 
reached an all-time high last year, according 
to Commissioner George C. Stobir. Non- 
residents alone paid in more than $211,000, 
while residents added approximately $185,000. 
The grand total is about 15% ahead of that 
for 1940. Of the estimated $37,730 increase, 
all but $5,629 was contributed by out-of-state 
sportsmen. 


The Littlestown Fish and Game Association 
recently purchased a $100.00 Defense Bond 
and is planning to purchase some article for 
the field kits which are to be sent to the 
boys at the front. 


ing the entire banquet the members were en- 
tertained by a prominent orchestra, and at 
the conclusion numerous door prizes, con- 
tributed by local merchants, were awarded. 
The curtain finally rang down on a bang-up 
floor show. 





Members of the Sayre Sportsmen’s Association at Annual Banquet. 


On February 20, the Unami Fish and Game 
Protective Association of Emmaus celebrated 
its 29th birthday with a banquet at the Broad 
Street Hotel. The principal speaker of the 
evening was Attorney Forrest Gotthardt of 
Allentown. Other speakers were Robert 
Stoneback and R. S. Butz, local businessmen 
and Zeke Witwer, of the Witwer-Jones Sport- 
ing Goods store of Allentown. Mr. Earl Cope, 
former president of the club also remarked 
on the club’s activities during the past year 
and outlined the events planned for the com- 
ing year. Toastmaster for the occasion was 
Theodore R. Gardner, well known Lehigh 
County attorney. 


The climax of the event was the distribu- 
tion of several dozen items of sporting goods, 
as door prizes for the club’s membership. 
They included some donated by local sport- 
ing goods dealers and others purchased by 
the club. 


On Sunday, February 23, the association 
started Civilian Rifle Instruction classes. 
These take place every Sunday in the Gym- 
nasium of the Emmaus High School through 
the cooperation of the local School Board. 
Mornings are devoted to those already fami- 
liar with firearms so that they can better 
their marksmanship. The afternoon classes are 
restricted to those unfamiliar with firearms. 
Licensed instructors are in attendance and 
are giving their time without charge. Classes 
are free to the general pubilc. They will con- 
tinue for a period of ten weeks. 


Thousands of deer in agricultural territory 
where there were none ten years ago are 
proving a major problem for the Minnesota 
Conservation Department, according to W. L. 
Strunk, Minnesota Commissioner. Crop dam- 
age and highway accidents, some of the latter 
fatal, have been caused by the deer that have 
migrated southward out of the timber regions. 
“A plant out of place is a weed”; an animal 
out of place can become a nuisance. 


PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND GAME 
BANQUET DRAWS 1000 


he Sixtieth Annual Dinner of the Penn- 
sylvania State Fish and Game Protective As- 
sociation held at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, 
Philadelphia, on February 18 marked one of 
the greatest celebrations of this, one of the 
oldest and largest single sportsmen’s organi- 
zations in Pennsylvania. Over 1,000 members 
and guests were in attendance and enjoyed 
not only an excellent banquet but an inspir- 
ing program. The celebration was opened 
with the “Call to Colors” by a bugler from 
the American Legion, followed by the pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag, the singing of 
America, and the invocation by George Emer- 
son Barnes, D.D., the Chaplain of the Associa- 
tion. 

Next was the presentation of the award for 
the Dr. C. A. E. Codman prize for the best 
story of the year, which was won by Robert 
T. B. Winskill. His name certainly is indica- 
tive of a winner. 

An enlightening and inspiring address was 
made by Lieutenant Sir Richard Codrington, 
R.N.V.R. of Rhodesia, South Africa, the prin- 
cipal speaker of the evening, followed by an 
excellent program of motion pictures by 
Joseph B. McCall, Jr., and last but by no 
means least the drawing for prizes. 

Officers of the association include Edgar W 
Nicholson, President; Joseph H. Mellon, Gre- 
ville Hasam and Dr. C. A. E. Codman, Vice- 
Presidents; John L. Michel, Secretary; E.K 
Crissman, Treasurer; William D. Burk, War- 
den, and George Emerson Barns, D.D., Chap- 
lain. The Executive Committee consists of 
Mark P. Mills, Nathan P. Pechin, George W 
Schneck, George P. Orr, George A. Parker 
Albert Brooks, Bernard E. Berlinger, Martin 
F. Strohm and William E. Gamble and the 
Trustees are William D. Burk, Edward Wool- 
man and Dr. William H. Moore. 


There are more than 450 kinds of wood- 
peckers in the world. 
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Left to right, Game Protector Ambrose Gerhart, Souderton; William Stoneback of Lansdale, 


Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs; George Schell, 


Green 
Kulpsville; as they helped the Montgomery 


Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs to release ringneck pheasants provided by the Penn- 


sylvania Game Commission, 


30 
we , 
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st Becky. 
b : ‘ ss. aan 
President of the Montgomery County 
Lane; Henry Gerhart, Souderton and John Ruth, 
County 
(Continued from Page 17) 
motion pictures of planting, erecting bird- 
houses, etc. We all shot one shot from the 


shotgun at a milk bottle cap and prizes were 
given to the winners. Had a number of con- 
tests, played ball, etc. The members saved 
their dues from the school term to pay for 


this outing 


This same group over-night 
trout fishing trip in May. The teacher-sponsor 
and I supervise this trip also. The winners 
of the contest in securing subscriptions for 


the Game News and Angler take this outing, 


goes on an 


there usually being about ten in the group. 
The funds used are derived from the ten 


cents they retain from each subscription. We 
also have a casting contest and prizes for the 
biggest fish. We usually leave on Friday and 
come back on Sunday. 


In May, again at the Recreation Area of 
the California Teachers College, the college 
students have a “Farm Day”. They ask me 
to attend and supervise part of the day’s 
activities. The entire student body turns out 
and works on the area at numerous projects. 
One year I supervised the tree planting group, 
last year I supervised a group of about ten 
in building rabbit and feeding shelters on the 
area and putting up birdhouses, although it 
was a little late for them. All the bird boxes 
were placed in a contest by the Charleroi 
Junior Sportsmen.—Robert D. Parlaman, 
Game Protector, District D 11, West Newton. 


the January issue we carried the an- 
nouncement of mixed rifles at the request of 
John Fotta, Sharpsburg. The other day he 
ite us as follows: 

“If it hadn’t been for Game News I would 
not have gotten it back. Thanks, also to 
Deputy Edward R. Rogers for getting in touch 
with Mr. M. Klingensmith of Conneaut Lake 
Park the man who so kindly gave me a ride 
‘ n I was lost in the mountains, and I made 
such a mixup between our rifles.” 


HIGHWAY TOLL OF WILDLIFE HIGH 
Additional 


wildlife on the highways was recently con- 
tributed by S. W. Jackson, District Engineer 
cf Franklin, who submitted a report of high- 
the six counties 


proof of the tremendous toll of 


way caretakers in which 
comprise District No. 1 during the year of 
1941. The caretakers cover from 25 to 35 
miles of territory and since they do not reach 
all points every day they miss counting many 


of the creatures which are removed from 
the highway by other animals and birds, 
such as crows, etc., and those which are 


struck and thrown to the side or crawl away 
in the grass or bushes to die: Rabbits, 
8728; groundhogs, 464; squirrels, 174; skunks, 
1748; raccoon, 27; deer, 31; opossum, 298; 
weasel, 10; muskrat, 48; fox, 3; porcupine, 16: 
mink, 1; grouse, 35; quail, 29; woodcock, 8; 
ringneck pheasant, 203; miscellaneous (hawk, 
owl, snake, etc.), 153. Domestic birds and ani- 
mals included: chickens, 348; ducks, 19; geese, 
0; turkeys, 6; cats, 1178; dogs, 544; horses, 5: 
sheep, 3; hogs, 3; cows, 5. 

The totals of game birds and animals re- 
corded according to months are as follows: 
January, 446; February, 616; March, 1048; 
April, 1325; May, 923; June, 1314; July, 990; 
August, 1235; September, 214; October, 1329; 
November, 901; December, 573. 


PLANT A GAME FOOD PLOT 


(Continued from Page 22) 

shrubs must be of a variety helpful to wild- 
life. recommended by the local game protec- 
tor, and approved by the County Agricultural 
Conservation Committee. Further information 
on these, as well as other practices for which 
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
pay benefits, may be secured from your 
County Agricultural Conservation Office. 

Resolve to do your part this year to better 
food and cover conditions, so that wildlife 
may have a better chance to thrive and pro- 
duce abundantly, by entering wholeheartedly 
into one or more of the programs described 
above. 


APRIL 


MONTGOMERY SPORTSMEN ACTIVE 

“Our sportsmen have always played an im. 
portant role in the defense of our nation!” 

This sentence was the keynote of the Quar. 
terly Meeting of the Montgomery County 
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, held at City 
Hall in Norristown—the first meeting of the 
Federation since the entrance of the United 
States into the world-wide conflict. And 
“Civilian Defense” was the theme of brief 
talks by the two speakers of the occasion: 
Guier S. Wright, Montgomery County De. 
fense Council Chairman, and Captain Gilpin 
Lovering, also of the Montgomery County 
Defense Council. These men pointed out that, 
if the sportsmen of our country—those who 
have always been counted upon to protect 
our homes because they have guns and know 
how to handle them—will “keep their eyes 
and guns in order”, they can be great pre- 
ventive factors against threats of sabotage, 
enemy parachutists, undesirable refugees who 
might leave congested areas and prey upon 
country residents during possible air raids, 
etc. 

“Encourage the residents of your commun- 
ity to join a rod and gun club,” urged Presi- 
dent William Stoneback of Lansdale, at the 
conclusion of the guests’ speeches. 

The membership of the seventeen member 
clubs of the Montgomery County Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs has increased more than 
60°: during the past year 


THE MAIL BAG 


“IT wish to submit a report on the planting 
program I sponsored in 1941. I delivered the 
material personally last spring and gave in- 
structions to those in charge of planting. 
However, this required too much time so in 
the fall I requested the club or association 
to appoint a committee in charge of planting 
These committees came to my place and | 
showed them mature plants and trees and in 
this way they got a much better idea of the 
food value and how to plant in combination 

“The associations taking part and _ the 
amount each received are as follows: Mill 
Creek Sportsmen Association 1,550; Northern 
Lancaster County Sportsmen’s Association, 
500; West Earl Sportsman Association 50; 
Columbia Sportsmen Association 500; Cacalico 
Sportsmen Association 100; Northeastern Lan- 
caster County Rod and Gun 1,400; Mt. Joy 
Sportsmen Association 1,000; Conowago Rod 
and Gun Club 500; Individuals 650; Cloister 
Flow Club 1,000, (This is a Woman’s Club, 
Mrs. Roscoe Schweitzer, Ephrata, R. D. 1, in 
charge of planting.’—R. F. Mohler, Box 566, 
Lancaster. 


America’s harvest of seafood varies from 
the jumbo halibut, taken by hook in the 
Northern Pacific, to the periwinkle, a little 
shellfish picked by hand off the rocks of the 
New Englard coast. 


The Idaho Fish and Game Department 
plans to restore ringneck pheasants in por- 
tions of the State where suitable habitat ex- 
ists but where satisfactory breeding popula- 
tions are lacking. 
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GRADUATION DAY 


and the members of the staff of the Training 
School, for the kind attention and consider- 
ation they have given us, but even more we 
wish to show our appreciation to those dear 
to us, Who have sacrificed so much that we 
could attend this fine school. Now that our 
graduation is at hand we stand ready and 
willing to carry our assignments wherever 
they may be, and to take our places in the 
ranks of game conservation in order to make 
Pennsylvania a better place in which to live.” 

An excellent teacher, a fine sportsman, one 
known to almost every other sportsman in 
the Commonwealth, was next introduced by 
Director Gordon, who in presenting Dr. R. L. 
Watts, former head of the school of Agricul- 
ture at Penn State said “We have one man 
on the platform today who has taken a very 
genuine interest in the conservation program 
of this Commonwealth and in the whole 
country for a long time. He has been especi- 
ally interested in the work of the Game and 
the Fish Commissions. I think his interest 
in fishing has grown in later years, because 
he was always a great hunter. He ties his 
own flies. Let’s just say he is interested in 
the great outdoors. Even though retired he 
is just beginning to live.” 

In acknowledging the introduction, the 
Dean said that it was the first time he had 
attended the school and that he was very 
happy to have the opportunity. 

“Iam reminded of a story about a boy who 
picked up a toad and kept it in a cage. The 
thing that interested him the most about the 
toad was the variety of food he ate. He gave 
him almost everything. One day the boy 
found a big fuzzy worm, a wooly worm, and 
placed it before the toad. He got it down all 
right, then the boy went away and worried 
about it, but when he went back he found 
the toad on its back and its feet sticking up 
in the air—tickled to death. That is about 
the way I feel here today—tickled to death, 
yet I wouldn’t have you believe I ate worms.” 

“Out there with the people you are going 
to work with, if they are going to help you, 
you must be true and nobody must suspect 
that you are not. Two years ago Mrs. Watts 
sent me down the cellar to bring up some 
fruit and I brought up a basket of apples. She 
pared on and it was chuck full of yellow 
Streaks. Every apple she pared or quartered 
had a yellow streak in it. That is the way 
with some people. You have young men who 
are well dressed, their hair combed and shoes 
shined, but they have a yellow streak. I want 
to say to you, display a character true and 
clean all the time. If you don’t people will 
discover you. It must take great courage to 
be a game protector to stand up all the time 
for what you think is right. 

Dean Watts made some excellent compari- 
sons On conservation, beginning back in 
Biblical times, and reminded those present 
of the manner in which mother nature so 
abundantly has blessed our Commonwealth. 
He stressed the meaning of character and 
urger the class to exhibit a character that 
tings true. The Dean also emphasized tact. 
As Mr. Gordon so ably put it, “That was a 
Whole truckfull of fatherly advice, from a 
young man—just 40.” 

Probably no other individual in the Com- 
mMonwealth is so well known to its citizens 


Continued from Puge 3 





Photo by C. Gordon Krie 


Applicants for entry into the Commission’s Training School being assigned to places of examination 


as the next speaker, Col. Lynn G. Adams, 
head of the State Motor Police. The Colonel, 
long experienced in handling men—an in- 
dividual gifted with ready wit, amused the 
entire assembly by picking up the threads 
from Dean Watts’ frog story as follows: 

“In spite of what the dean said about per- 
sistence, I want to add a little something to 
that. I know about that frog. That frog ar- 
riving in Chicago on a lump of butter was 
delivered with the buttermilk to a restaurant. 
This restaurant was run by a man who took 
great pride in being able to deliver any- 
thing that anybody asked for, and that morn- 
ing it happened that one of his customers 





came in and asked for frog legs, otherwise 
he would have been out of luck. 

“T hope you will forgive me if I mention 
a personal experience. I told it before but it 
illustrates exactly what I mean. We are hear- 
ing a great deal about men giving their lives 
for their country. Before we are through, 
thousands and thousands of our young men 
will have done that. When I was a boy about 
six or seven years old my father took me 
down to the City of New York. He took me 
out to the Statue of Liberty, away up in the 
head where we could look out on the harbor, 
and he told me a story of the Statue of 

(Turn Page) 





Gordon Krieble 


Photo by C 


Officers of the Training School and Mrs. I. A. McHugh of the Harrisburg office, pose for an 


informal snapshot following the graduation 


exercises. Mrs. MeHugh is one of the oldest 


employes in the Commission having served since October 15, 1918. Her husband, Joseph J., 

lost his life in the service of the Department while apprehending game law violators. Left to 

right, William C. Ryder, Assistant Superintendent; Robert Lichtenber:ser, Resident Instructor 
and Wilbur M. Cramer, Superintendent, 
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; When we returned we _ passed 
rough the center of the city, passed a pub- 
park, and life-size statue of a man, This 
! ather remarkable. The figure seems 
be looking into eternity. The shirt is open 
the throat, and around the neck is a hang- 
n’s noose, and as young as I was I knew 
» by the hangman’s noose was the most 
ious death a man could die, so I 
father about it. He pointed to a 
pedestal, which read: 


“My only regret is that I have but one 
life to give to my country.” 





was a statue of Nathan Hale, and from 
that time on, for many years, I believed the 
best thing a person could do was to die for 
is country. Undoubtedly it is the greatest 
sacrifice a person can make, but whether or 
not it is the best thing I leave you to judge, 
but as for me I believe the best thing a man 
woman can do is to live for his country 
very minute and every second. If he does 
at, no matter how poor he may be, at the 
me of his death he will not have lived in 
iin, and I leave that with you in your 
service to your Commonwealth and conserva. 
that you always keep in mind that you 
loing the best thing you possibly can 

th your life.” 
Albert Stewart, Secretary, Departmen 
rests and Waters was supposed to joir 
ny but could not attend. In a 
he stated: “Please congratu- 
class for me, and assure 
m for the processes under 
Commission has raised 


7 


level unequaled in any 


tudents, other officers, Staff Mem- 
bers, Field Division Supervisors, former Com- 
missioners and members of the Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs were next introduced 
M. C. Merritts, president of the Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs, in congratulating the class 
said, “Speaking for the sportsmen I think it 
vould be no more than fair to say to you, as 
a class, this occasion today is made possible 
because of the sportsmen of Pennsylvania 
It is your dollar and my dollar that makes 
the occasion that we are celebrating possible. 
You will find today in Pennsylvania the last 
and only ‘hunter’s paradise’, and may I ask 
of you to keep it as you found it, if you can’t 
make it better than when we give it to you.” 


"mer § 


The oaths of office were next on the pro- 
gram, preparatory to which Vice-President 
Lamberton introduced the Honorable William 
M. Parker, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme 


Court, who subsequently administered them. COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 


oni reer get psec PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION 
1e class at some length, gav , Ts 
HARRISBURG, PA. 


some excellent advice. 


The last meal together. *hoto *. Gordon Krieble 











In Conclusion the officers were given their 
assignments by R. A. McCachran, acting As- SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS 
sistant Executive Director of the Commis- x 50c PER YEAR IN PENNSYLVANIA — $1.00 PER YEAR IN ae 
sion, followed by a Pledge of Allegience to OTHER STATES, CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
the Flag in which the entire audience joined. 
Interspersed throughout the entire program Enclosed find 
music was furnished by the Brockway High 


School Band 
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money order 
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The prong-horned antelope is not a true : 
antelope. Unlike the true antelope, the City 
pronghorn has branched horns and sheds the NOTE: 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE. 




















